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St. Pat’s 100th Anniversary (1908-2008)
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member 
benefits
As a graduate of MSM-UMR, 
you are automatically a member 
of the MSM-UMR Alumni
Association and are entitled to: 
Career Assistance:
UMR’s Career Opportunities Center 
will help you in your job search. 
Contact Amy Lewis at lewisaj@umr.edu 
or 573-341-4229.
Services: 
Online Community, including 
searchable directory
Access to alumni office via email
(alumni@umr.edu)
Address update servic e so you don’t miss  
your MSM-UMR mail
Insuranc e disc ounts and offers
Travel opportunities
MSM-UMR Merchandise:
Chairs, lamps, watches, pendants, 
Joe Miner credit card, license plates for
Missouri residents, and the official 
UMR ring.
To take advantage of these offers, 











MSM-UMR Alumni Association Mission and Goals
MISSION
The association proactively strives to create an environment – embodying communication with and participation by 
MSM-UMR alumni and friends – to foster strong loyalty to UMR and growth of the association. The association increases 
its financial strength and provides aid and support to deserving students, faculty and alumni friends.
GOALS
•  Increase alumni pride in their association with UMR and the MSM-UMR Alumni Association.
•  Increase alumni involvement, especially that of young alumni.
•  Increase alumni contributions, primarily in the  number of alumni making a financial commitment to UMR and the MSM-UMR Alumni Association.
•  Strengthen relationships with faculty, staff and students on behalf of the alumni association.
The officers and other members of the association’s board of directors provide leadership and actual participation to achieve these goals and 
fulfill this mission. For their efforts to be a success, they need YOUR active participation as well, in whatever alumni activities you choose.
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Remodeling St. Louis, 






program for students in
the Paducah, Ky., area
Thank You
The UMR Magazine staff sends its
sincere thanks to the UMR Archives
for its contribution to this issue.
Without the assistance of the
archives staff and students, who
provided hundreds of photos and
piles of background information, 
we couldn’t have pulled this issue off.
We would specifically like to thank: 
Diana Ahmad, UMR archivist and
associate professor of history and
political science
Melody Lloyd, assistant UMR
archivist
John Kyle Quigley, senior in history
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From the editorMarianne Ward, Alumni Editor
Editor’s note:  
The story of the first St. Patrick’s Day at MSM, as told to me by
Professor and Fourth St. Pat’s Advisor Lance Haynes, may contain 
a bit of blarney. Of course.
Increasing hours of sunlight created an ever-growing fervor
among MSM students. Fed up with long winter nights and being
holed up in their rooms, hostage to homework, students requested
a break – a holiday in honor of the patron saint of engineers: 
St. Patrick. Officially denied their request, the students took 
matters into their own hands. 
On the night of March 16, 1908, St. Pat’s “assistants” elaborately
decorated the entrance to Norwood Hall through the night. (How
they thwarted the night watchman remains a closely guarded
secret yet today.) St. Pat’s “deputies” then marched upon Rolla 
with handbills declaring the next day – March 17 – a holiday from
classes. Strict instructions informed students to meet at the depot
at 8 a.m. There, students were handed green sashes and shillelaghs. 
Meanwhile, back at the campus, faculty members in their
empty classrooms became enraged. Where were those students
who were in such desperate need of yet another brow-beating?
Filling Campus Director Lou Young’s Norwood Hall office, they
demanded that something be done about the miscreant youth.  
As discussions proceeded, Young’s assistant, the very attractive
Alice Long, slipped out and stole away to the depot, alerting 
St. Patrick (her swain, the handsome George Menefee) that faculty
were royally displeased. Fortified with a wee drink or two, Menefee
mounted his wagon-chariot and led his minion students on the
now-famous march up Rolla Street to Norwood Hall and into 
history.
Descending from his chariot, bedecked in green drapes 
borrowed from the library in Parker Hall, Menefee climbed the
Norwood steps, running a gamut of angry profs and, in a calm and
clear voice, bid the popular Young to kneel and receive the blessing
of St. Patrick. In a moment of silence – which felt like an eternity
for those holding their breath – Young calculated the odds. Eyeing 
the restless, ever-increasing crowd of students and assessing the
limited number of faculty, Young went down on one knee, 
whereupon Menefee gently wielded his Shilellagh and said, 
“Dr. Young, I dub you the first Honorary Knight of St. Patrick.”
The students cheered. Caught up in the spirit of the moment,
the faculty applauded. Then, to demonstrate the educational value
of the day, St. Pat surveyed the quadrangle with a beer bottle on his
shillelagh, and, finding it “square and true,” proceeded to knight the
entire senior class.
Thus began Rolla’s St. Patrick’s Day tradition.
One hundred years later, St. Patrick’s Day celebrations 
continue. We invite you to attend the Best Ever centennial 
celebration. Join us for breakfast before the parade March 15, 2008,
then stop by the alumni association office for Alex’s Pizza, join 
the march to witness the re-enactment of the first St. Pat’s and 
then stop by our office again for more free food, fun, games and 
a live band. Check page 11 for a complete list of events.
Farewell, Rebecca!
On Oct.1, Rebecca Frisbee, Engl’90, art and production
editor for the UMR Magazine, and manager of the UMR office
of publications for 15 years, took a new position as manager of
marketing for the UMR School of Extended Learning. The Fall
2007 magazine was her last issue. 
Joann Stiritz, senior graphic designer for the 
communications staff and member of the UMR Magazine
design and production team, is serving as interim art and 
production editor.
We wish Rebecca well in all her new endeavors in the
School of Extended Learning.
The following donors were inadvertently 
omitted from the Profile of Donors in 
the Fall 2007 issue of  UMR Magazine. 
We regret the error.
Tobey Yadon, EMgt’76
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Haynes, Chem’78
Frisbee
Stiritz
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Fred Bueler Jr., CE’79, got hooked on the home-remodeling business at age 14 
when he began working summers for a contractor in his St. Louis hometown. 
Back in those days, he was digging footings and foundations by hand.
Fred Bueler Jr. 
Remodeling St. Louis, one house at a time
Today Bueler runs his own 10-person design/build 
residential remodeling company. Bueler Inc. has been in 
business since 1984.
After graduating from UMR in 1979, Bueler went back 
to work for his high school employer as a vice president, but
after five years, set out on his own. 
Bueler and his wife were born and raised in the St. Louis
area and wanted to stay there to raise their family. That is a
big part of the reason he opened his own business.
“After graduation, I interviewed with several St. Louis
firms, but they all wanted to send me around the country –
they thought that sounded like a perk,” Bueler says. “But I
wanted to stay in St. Louis. That’s why I was interviewing 
with St. Louis firms.”
Bueler loves being an entrepreneur because of the 
freedom and independence it affords. “I have to work hard,
just like everyone else,” he says. “I just get to choose when I 
do it.”
Although he originally started out studying architecture
at the University of Kansas, he soon learned civil engineering
was the direction he needed to take and he transferred to
UMR, the school he credits with much of his success. He feels
his UMR education is what sets him apart from other 
contractors.
“UMR is a hard school,” Bueler says. “People recognize
that and that’s why people want to hire UMR graduates.”
Bueler and his wife, Ann, have three grown children 
and one grandson. One of their daughters, Lynne, is an 
interior designer with the firm. 
photos by Defilippo Photography
WINTER07_PGS3-5:UMR MAG TEMPLATE SECT #1  11/13/07  5:15 PM  Page 4
?UMRMAGAZINE | WINTER 2007    5
Say 
What 68 
UMR’s rank in the 2007 Kiplinger’s
Personal Finance listing of the 100
best values in public colleges.
6,167
Number of UMR students enrolled
after the fourth week of the fall
semester.
1986
The last year UMR’s enrollment
reached 6,000 students.
59.26
Number in miles per hour that
Jerrod Bouchard, a senior in
mechanical engineering, went 
during the 2007 World Human
Powered Speed Challenge in the
high desert of Nevada. The 
collegiate human-powered 
speed record is 61.4 mph.
1915
First year a Queen of Love and
Beauty was chosen. See page 10 
for the full story.
99
Number of students portraying 
St. Pat from 1908-2008. Due to
World War II, no St. Pat was
named in 1944 and 1945.
by the numbers
“I’ve seen a lot of neat
things, but I think one 
of the coolest things was
seeing Mars reflected in
the ocean.”
– UMR graduate student Tara Gosnell, Engl’04,
Psych’05 and graduate student in technical 
communication, blogging about a UMR field 




– Paul Worsey, UMR mining 
engineering professor and 
explosives expert, telling a 
reporter about underground 
blasts at Explosives Camp for 
high school students. 
“I’m the only crazy 
person who is talking
about putting it 
underground.” 
– David Summers, UMR Curators’ Professor 
of mining engineering, telling the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch about his plan to cultivate 
algae underground and to extract oil from it.
“Study hard. Make the right 
choices. Truly, study for your life.” 
– Ted Weise, EE’67, addressing the incoming class of 1,000-plus
freshmen at convocation Aug. 13. Weise is the former president
and CEO of FedEx.
“Baling hay definitely works the whole body.
It builds endurance because you’re doing it all day.”
– Miners wide receiver Ashton Gronewald, an engineering management major, discussing his summer
workout regimen with the St. Louis Post-Dispatch (“From haymaker to playmaker,” Aug. 22, 2007).
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St. Pats
A Century of
photo by B.A. Rupert
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fSt. Patrick lived roughly 1,600 years ago and historians will tell you
he wasn’t really Irish – he was probably Welsh. Legend has it that he
was kidnapped as a teenager by pirates and taken to Ireland, where he
was enslaved. He escaped and eventually became the patron saint of
Ireland. (After becoming a Bishop, he went back to Ireland and ultimately
died there.) He was never an engineer and there haven’t been snakes in
Ireland since before the last ice age.
You see, there is a big difference between St. Patrick and St. Pat. 
In 1908, MSM senior George Menefee was chosen by students to be
their first honorary St. Pat, the patron saint of engineers. Last year, 
UMR student Ray Beezley presided over the 99th ceremony as St. Pat. 
A lot has changed since the first celebration, of course, but the stuff 
that hasn’t changed too much is what we call tradition, which is 
virtually unstoppable. The snake invasion, St. Pat’s arrival in town, 
the Blarney Stone, the parade – they are all traditions that continue
today.
Most of the former St. Pats seem to have fairly consistent memories.
“I remember arriving in Rolla on the hand car, then going down Pine
Street on the traditional manure spreader and through the streets,” says
Ronald Huseman, ChE’59, St. Pat during the 50th celebration in 1958.
Keith Bailey, ME’64, was St. Pat in 1964.“During the parade, the
guards would roam into the crowd to bring male students to the manure
spreader, which served as St. Pat’s official vehicle, to kiss the Blarney
Stone,” Bailey says. (Note: It’s not clear what kind of thinking was
involved in making a manure spreader the official vehicle. Some traditions
get started totally by accident.) The guards would also bring female 
students to the manure spreader to kiss St. Pat, a practice that Bailey
says “tested friendships with the guards.” 
Huseman recalls a practice that tested his mother’s trust in him. 
“My mother, who was very short, came down from Jennings, Mo., to see
her son in the parade,” Huseman says. “She overheard a student standing
nearby comment that St. Pat seemed to have been given quite a few
drinks during the procession. My mother earnestly told him, ‘Young man,
that is my son and my son does not drink.”
The former St. Pats interviewed for this story agree that being 
recognized as St. Pat is an extremely high honor. Most of them have
strong recollections of the night they were chosen. “If there is a Super
Bowl of the St. Pat’s Board, this night is it,” says Beezley, currently a 
senior in nuclear engineering. “An indescribable amount of excitement
and commotion flow through the room.”
The more things change, 
the more they stay the Best Ever
by Lance Feyh, lfeyh@umr.edu
(continued on the next page)
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The selection process was done by secret ballot when Bailey was
chosen in 1964. “It was exciting because St. Pat was considered perhaps
the highest non-academic honor that you could receive on campus,” 
he says.
For Jeremiah King, St. Pat in 2004, the coronation ceremony was
one of the most memorable events of his college career. “The trumpeter
and herald went down first, and the herald started talking and asking
everyone to welcome St. Pat,” says King, CE’06. “The feeling you get
when you walk through that door and down the steps is amazing. Master
guards and guards stomping. People on their feet, cheering you as loud 
as they can. It is truly a wonderful feeling. It’s quite overwhelming. 
You’re thinking, ‘They’re cheering for me?’ I will never forget it.” 
Many of these traditions and ceremonies have persisted even as 
the name of the university has changed from MSM to UMR, and now to
Missouri S&T. (Beezley was the last UMR St. Pat; the 2008 St. Pat will 
be the first from Missouri S&T.) The uniforms worn by St. Pat and his
court still look like they did in the MSM days. Alex’s Pizza in Rolla 
displays framed photos of various courts that span decades, and the 
only obvious difference between them is that some are in black 
and white. 
There are activities that students have become less enthusiastic
about over the years and some old practices have disappeared from 
the celebration entirely. The freshman-sophomore fights, for instance,
ended long ago. Then there is the colorful and dubious case of Alice 
(see story on pg. 16), which, depending upon who you ask, only lives on 
in legend at this point.
“The student-built floats are less elaborate and there are fewer 
of them now,” says Bailey, who has a tattoo featuring artwork from a 
St. Pat’s button he got in 1963.
According to Beezley, the St. Pat’s Board has endured a lot of 
scrutiny in the past 15 years or so. “The fact that we still exist with 
growing support and participation has surprised a lot of people,” 
he says. “Members of the board are overlooked for their responsibility
and innovation because of some of the stereotypes we are identified
with. Being St. Pat might not mean much on a resume, but that doesn’t
change how proud I am of being a part of this organization.”
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The 100th celebration will be Beezley’s last as a student here. 
But that doesn’t mean it will be his last St. Pat’s Celebration ever. 
In the tradition of St. Patrick himself, who escaped from Ireland only
to come back, many former St. Pats make the annual trek back to Rolla 
to paint Pine Street and enjoy the parade. It’s a good bet that Bailey,
Huseman and King will try to be on hand to help Beezley commemorate
the 100th celebration along with current board members and throngs 
of revelers. Those who haven’t been here for a while will probably be 
curious to see how things have changed and how they haven’t. But 
they will almost certainly be comforted, as if by some sort of shared 
consciousness, by the knowledge that the 100th celebration, just like 
all of the others that have come before it, will undoubtedly go down in
history as the “Best Ever.” 
“I have not had the pleasure of attending another St. Pat’s
Celebration since 1958,” Huseman says. “But, the Lord willing, I plan to
be there for the 100th. If it is as much fun as the 50th, it will be great.”
Even in war time, UMR alumni will find a way to
celebrate the Best Ever. For an article that appeared in 
a 1991 issue of the magazine, MSM-UMR Alumnus staff
interviewed Gene Boyt, ME’41, about his experiences
meeting up with two MSM alumni as prisoners of war
in the Philippines during World War II.
John McAnerney, CE’41 (for whom the
Quadrangle’s McAnerney Hall was named), was 
killed during the defense of Corregidor, but Boyt and
Robert Silhavy, CerE’41, survived the Bataan Death
March and spent the rest of the war in a Japanese 
prisoner-of-war camp.
It was there that the pair improvised to celebrate
their version of the Best Ever, even under the worst 
conditions.
“Silhavy and I got a coffee cup of rice three times 
a day and a little soup made out of squash, radishes or
vines,” Boyt said. “As often as we thought we could
stand it, Silhavy and I would cut the rice in half and give
it to someone with the understanding that on March 17,
he would give the ration back to us.
“We also got a Red Cross box filled with sugar, 
butter, strawberry jam, a chocolate bar and powdered
milk. We saved that.”
On March 17, the two MSM alumni were 
determined to celebrate – as best they could – 
St. Patrick’s Day.
“All the fellas came in at noon on March 17 
and gave us their rice. We ended up with about a half
gallon of rice,” Boyt explained. We mixed it with milk
and butter and made an ‘engineer’s cake’ and covered it
with jam.
“We also had put raisins in a jar and by leaving
them in the sun a little bit at a time we were able to 
ferment them. We made a hydrometer out of a vial to
check the fermentation – we wanted champagne.
“We ate the cake and drank that raisin champagne
on St. Patrick’s Day – what a day!”
Editor’s note: Since this article was first published,
both Silhavy and Boyt have passed away. Silhavy died 
in 1996. Boyt died in 2003. 
The Best Ever 
in the 
worst conditions
by Mary Helen Stoltz, mhstoltz@umr.edu
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“I have nothing to do with it. You’ll have
to ask Mary.”
That was Sarah McCrae’s response in
1916 when a caller asked if her daughter 
would serve as the first Queen of Love and
Beauty elected by the junior class at MSM.
(Technically, the first queen, Helen Baysinger,
the daughter of a Board of Curators member,
was crowned in 1915, but had not been 
elected.)
You can just imagine what thoughts were
running through Mary McCrae’s mind when
she answered that phone call in 1916. Despite
the advance notice, the secret of who had won
was kept well by everyone involved, including
Sarah, says Mary Rothband, wife of Paul
Rothband, CE’43, and Mary’s only daughter.
A student at Stephens College in
Columbia, Mo., Mary McCrae was the only
daughter of Sarah and Charles McCrae, the
founder of the Rolla newspaper, later called the
Rolla Herald. Mary was at school when she got
the call from MSM telling her she had been
selected as the queen, according to Mary
Rothband.
“Everyone was flabbergasted when Mary
walked up to the throne to be crowned,” says
Mary Rothband. “She had come to the costume
ball with three other young ladies – all dressed
alike. At some point, my mother managed to
have another young lady put on her costume,
so when anyone counted, there were still four
identical costumes.”
Missouri Miner articles following the 
St. Pat’s festivities noted that the 1916 
celebration had indeed been the Best Ever, 
and cited numerous examples:
 25 floats participated in the parade
 400 to 500 people had kowtowed to
St. Pat in front of Norwood Hall
 165 couples danced until 4 a.m. to
Circardi’s famous orchestra at the costume ball
 Robert Love, a St. Louis daily 
newspaper reporter covering the event,
described Rolla as “a town you ought to see
before you go to Paris and die.”
The Missouri Miner reporter does mention
“one sad regret” about Mary, who was dressed
in a silk gown with ermine trimmings and a
coronet of sparkling diamonds: “After all was
said and done, all her admiring subjects could
not have the pleasure of a dance with her.”
Mary Rothband says as a former queen,
her mother continued to participate in the 
St. Pat’s parade until the family moved to
Oklahoma in 1931. The McCrae royalty line
was revived in 1939, when the 1916 queen’s
niece and namesake, Mary McCrae, was
crowned.
For Joan Christian, the St. Pat’s family
tradition began in 1951 when she was named a
maid of honor by the Kappa Sigma fraternity at
MSM. It was during that year’s celebration her
future husband, Charles Christian, CE’53,
gave her his pin. Joan married the St. Pat’s
board member the following year and in 1953,
Friday the 13th became a “not unlucky” day 
for her, as she was picked from 12 other
candidates as the 37th Queen of Love and
Beauty.
Her luck continued into the parade, as she
was the first queen to have a float built for her
and her court. The mostly green float, built by
Lambda Chi Alpha, had Joan perched on top
and was “so large that at the end, it wouldn’t
fit down the street,” adds Joan.
On Saturday night, the big dance featured
band leader Ray Anthony and The Skyliners,
who had also performed the evening before.
A tradition of love and beauties
by Mindy Limback, limbackm@umr.edu
Mary McCrae, the Queen of Love and Beauty
of 1939, was the niece and namesake of the
1916 queen.
(continued on page 13)





All day – Snake Invasion,
UMR Campus.
Monday, March 10:
Noon – Follies, 
at the puck. 
Tuesday, March 11:
Noon – Follies, 
at the puck. 
Wednesday, March 12:
11:45 a.m. – Pine Street
Procession.
Noon – Court Arrival, 
Welcomes and Follies, 
Rolla Downtown Bandshell, 
9th and Oak streets near 
the railroad tracks.
7 p.m. – Fellowship of 
Leaders (FOL) Casino Night, 
Gale Bullman Multi-Purpose
Building, 10th Street and
Bishop Avenue.
Thursday, March 13:
11 a.m. – Gonzo Games,
Fraternity Row Fields, 
located on Fraternity Drive.
Friday, March 14:
11 a.m. – Gonzo Games,
Fraternity Row Fields, 
located on Fraternity Drive.
6 p.m. – Honorary Knights
Banquet, Havener Center.
9 p.m. – Coronation 
Ceremony, Leach Theatre 
of Castleman Hall, 
10th and Main streets.
Saturday, March 15:
6 a.m. – Street Painters’
Breakfast, private location.
7 a.m. – Pine Street 
turns Green.
8:30-11 a.m. – 
Pre-Parade Party, Alumni
Lounge inside Castleman Hall,
10th and Main streets. All
alumni, their families and
guests are invited to attend
this event sponsored by 
the alumni association’s 
Central Ozarks Section.
Complimentary coffee, juice
and cinnamon rolls will be
served. Green beer, Mimosas
and Bloody Marys will be
available at a cash bar.
11 a.m. –  Parade, 
downtown Rolla on 
Pine Street.
Immediately following the
parade until 2 p.m. – 
St. Pat’s hosts the Grateful
Board Concert and Depot Party
for the community, alumni 
and friends, (band to be
announced) Rolla Downtown
Bandshell, 9th and Oak streets
near the railroad tracks.
Immediately following the
parade until 1:45 p.m. – 
Post-Parade Party, Alumni
Lounge inside Castleman Hall,
10th and Main streets. All
alumni, their families and
guests are invited to attend
this free event sponsored by
the alumni association’s
Central Ozarks Section, where
Alex’s Pizza and soda will be
served. Green beer, Mimosas
and Bloody Marys will be
available at a cash bar. At
1:45 p.m., alumni and their
guests will join the revelry at
the Rolla Downtown Bandshell
to take part in the March to
Norwood Hall.
2 p.m. – March to Norwood
Hall: A re-enactment of 
the first St. Pat’s. Accompany 
St. Patrick to his historic 
meeting with Campus Director
Lou Young and faculty at
Norwood Hall. Witness a 
re-enactment of the day:
Enterprising students, denied
their request for a day off to
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day,
took matters into their own
hands and skipped classes. 
In the afternoon, incensed 
faculty members demanded
they return to campus.
Students departed their 
railroad depot party and
returned to Norwood Hall.
George Menefee, draped in 
a green robe and serving as
St. Patrick, motioned for 
Young to bow to receive the
blessing, “I dub you the first
Honorary Knight of St. Patrick
of Rolla.”
2:30 -4 p.m. – 100th
Anniversary Celebration,
Alumni Lounge inside and 
outside Castleman Hall, 10th
and Main streets. All alumni, 
their families and guests are
invited to stop by for free hot
dogs and soda. The band
Generation Gap 65583 will
perform tunes from the 1960s,
‘70s and ‘80s. Green beer,
Mimosas and Bloody Marys
will be available at a cash bar. 
5 p.m. – Doors open 
for the St. Pat’s Concert, 
Gale Bullman Multi-Purpose
Building (band to be
announced).
6 p.m. – St. Patrick’s 
Grand Ball sponsored by
Coterie, St. Pat’s Ballroom,
Havener Center: 
6 p.m. – Cocktail Hour
7 p.m. – Dinner
8 p.m. – Dance, featuring 
a live band. 
Tickets are $30 per person 
and tables of up to eight 
may be reserved in advance.
Reservations will be accepted
until Friday, March 7, 2008.
For more information, or to
make reservations, please 
visit thestpatsball.com.
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On Lance Haynes’ first day as an assistant professor of speech 
and media studies back in 1984, his colleagues took him to lunch in 
the old University Center-East cafeteria. As they walked across campus,
Haynes noticed students walking around in green jackets, which 
seemed unusual in such warm weather. The students appeared to be
well-respected by their peers – part of an elite group – and Haynes
thought to himself, “I want to be a part of that.”
It took him 12 years, but he made it.
Haynes is only the fourth faculty advisor in the history of the 
St. Pat’s Committee. (Note the Roman numeral IV in his jacket’s 
shamrock in the photo above.) To him, St. Pat’s is an essential part 
of UMR’s history.
“I strongly believe that a great institution needs great traditions,”
Haynes says. “Yale has the Order of the Skull and Bones and Harvard 
has the Hasty Pudding Club. St. Pat’s is UMR’s unique equivalent.”
In addition to providing adult guidance to the students on the 
committee, Haynes’ wide-ranging duties include serving as a public 
advocate for St. Pat’s. “I love to tell the story of St. Pat’s,” he says.
The story begins with tradition born of mischief and rebellion, 
but it has evolved into something that gives committee members a 
sense of camaraderie and teaches them business skills, entrepreneurship,
time management and responsibility. Haynes tells that story to UMR 
faculty, staff and students, the community, alumni, and past, current, 
and future St. Pat’s Committee members.
Of all his duties, Haynes treasures the student interaction. “I believe
I work with the finest group of young adults on campus,” he says.
Beginning each March, Haynes follows the students through a 
snake invasion, then a week-long campus celebration. And of course, 
the parade.
The annual St. Pat’s Parade is the most public portion of the 
celebration. A typical parade day begins at 3 a.m. for Haynes. That is
when he travels to an “undisclosed location” to check on the mixing of
the paint that will soon coat Pine Street. From there, he gathers with
alumni committee representatives for a traditional biscuits-and-gravy
breakfast – again at an undisclosed location.
By 7 a.m., mops have been distributed and street painting begins.
Haynes has participated in past years, but now he is content to join 
senior alumni reps in a leisurely stroll well behind the action. (See the
story on page 15 for more on street painting.) When the streets (and 
the street painters) are sufficiently coated, St. Pat’s alumni gather at 
No. 4: 
Lance Haynes
He loves to tell the story
by Mary Helen Stoltz, mhstoltz@umr.edu
photo by B.A. Rupert
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the Grotto – the Pine Street basement bar known through the years by
names like Brewsters and the Mine Shaft – while the active members
begin the work of lining up floats and other participants. From there,
Haynes begins to shuttle Honorary Knights to the annual breakfast 
sponsored by the MSM-UMR Alumni Association and then on to 
Russell’s Town and College Shop for any last-minute alterations to their
traditional Kelly green attire. By the start of the parade, Haynes can
always be found on the back of the manure spreader as the St. Pat’s 
Court rides in the parade.
Many people believe a love of green beer is a requirement for
involvement in the St. Pat’s Committee, but Haynes disagrees. “It’s not
necessary, but sometimes advisable.”
Haynes’ biggest hope for the March 2008 100th St. Pat’s celebration
is to establish an annual retreat where alumni reps can meet with the
committee’s baby reps (students in their first year on the committee) to
impart their wisdom.
“This will give us a sense of how everything fits together.” Haynes
says. “We have 100 years of St. Pat’s history coming down at once.”
Anthony’s “The Bunny Hop” and “Hokey Pokey”
were hits of the evening, according to the 
campus newspaper.
Growing up, Matthew Christian,
MinE’79, would sit with his two younger 
siblings and watch as his parents showed 
pictures of previous St. Pat’s celebrations.
When he attended UMR, Matthew decided 
to continue the 
family tradition, 
eventually serving 
as a herald 
his senior year. 
Fifty-one years
after being crowned,
Joan returned to Pine
Street in 2002 to
serve as the parade’s
grand marshal, at the
request of Matthew’s oldest son, Nicholas,
NucE’07, who had become a St. Pat’s guard.
“I know he got a kick out of his 
grandmother being a former queen,” 
adds Joan.
Like most traditions, the St. Pat’s queen
and her court have evolved during the past
decades. The court now includes the Princess
of Peace and Happiness, the Countess of
Chastity and Virtue, the Duchess of Desire and
Ecstasy and the Lady of Honor and Devotion. 
Editor’s note: Legend and truth are 
intertwined with every story about the 
St. Pat’s celebration in Rolla and this one 
is no exception.
The story begins with tradition 
born of mischief and rebellion, 
but it has evolved into something 
that gives committee members a sense
of camaraderie and teaches them 
business skills, entrepreneurship, 
time management and responsibility.
A tradition of 
love and beauties 
continued...
Joan Christian,
1953 Queen of 
Love and Beauty 
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Every year at dawn on this special day, a
procession of figures wearing green jackets
(some of them showing quite a bit of wear)
makes its way toward Pine Street. This is a 
gang of street painters. Their bellies are full of
biscuits and gravy by now, and they are on a
mission. 
The annual tradition starts to take shape
about 3 a.m. on the morning of the St. Pat’s
Parade. Officially, only alumni reps of the 
St. Pat’s Committee are invited to participate.
But there is an open invitation for any of these
reps to show up and everyone is welcome to
watch when the real action begins. 
Lance Haynes, faculty advisor to the 
St. Pat’s Committee, always checks on the 
paint at an undisclosed location. Meanwhile, 
the alumni reps congregate around a big fire 
at someone’s house in Rolla and drink tea.
Afterwards they go out for breakfast before
heading toward Pine Street.
“Most of these guys only see each other
once a year for the annual street painting,” 
says Haynes, a professor of speech and media
studies at UMR. “One year, a guy flew in from
Japan just to paint the street.”
The green paint is mixed in big garbage
barrels and trucked downtown by baby reps 
(students who are in their first year on the 
committee). They park at the south end of 
Pine Street and begin distributing mops –
about 100 of them – to the alumni reps. One
year they tried cement mix trucks, Haynes says.
That was very effective, but not as much fun. 
The paint is a fast-drying formulation and
it’s thinned with water so that it will wash off
without too much trouble. Armed with the mops,
the painters work their way toward the north
end of the street, turning everything they see
green. 
Kevin Kriewall, CE’82, was around for 
the 75th St. Pat’s celebration and he’s looking
forward to the 100th. “I always come back for
street painting,” says Kriewall, a partner in a
Tulsa, Okla., engineering firm. “Well, I did miss
1990 when my daughter was born.”
Last year, Kriewall brought his daughter to
the parade. He has painted in the rain, sleet and
snow. But, he says, his first street painting 
experience in 1982 is still the most memorable. 
The street painting gang
by Lance Feyh, lfeyh@umr.edu
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For more than four decades, students chosen to become knights of
St. Patrick underwent a baptism into a pool of soupy, slimy concoction
that came to be known as “Alice.” A mix of stale beer, leftovers 
from fraternities and eating clubs, the occasional road kill, and other 
ingredients too bizarre or sickening to mention, the substance fit well
with the raucous St. Pat’s traditions of celebrating excess and satirizing
pomp and ceremony.
Although the exact ingredients were a mystery known only to 
St. Pat’s Board members (if even they knew, or recalled), the fact that
Alice was a repugnant mixture was no secret to anyone who gained 
the honor of being tossed into it.
More of a mystery, perhaps, is how this slop came to be known as
Alice. Was it a reference to the Lewis Carroll children’s book, Alice in
Wonderland ? Perhaps a dip into the messy pool was analogous to Alice’s
tumble down the rabbit hole. Or maybe the name referred to the title
character of Arlo Guthrie’s 1967 anti-war song, “Alice’s Restaurant,” or
the 1969 movie of the same name. Possibly the Alice of St. Pat’s lore 
was a reference to Audrey Meadows’ character, Alice Kramden, from the
1950s TV show The Honeymooners. Only instead of sending Alice “to the
moon,” as husband Ralph (Jackie Gleason) threatened in episode after
episode, moon-eyed students were sent into the ooze of Alice.
Dunking student knights into a cattle trough of stuff began in the
1950s, but according to the 1991 UMR St. Pat’s Board Baby Rep Manual,
the gunk first became known as “Alice” in 1967. The name was bestowed
in honor of an ex-girlfriend of Richard Dumay, CE’71, MS EMgt’72, who
allegedly dumped him. So, in a twisted sort of payback, St. Pat’s guards
“dumped” student knights into Alice.
Now retired from a civil service career and living in Charleston, S.C.,
Dumay acknowledges dating a woman named Alice during his time at
UMR, but won’t divulge much more than that.
“Yes, I remember a lady named Alice,” says Dumay, who enrolled at
MSM in 1964. “She was a very nice lady. She was working on a Ph.D., I
believe. Somehow she got to hanging around with us.”
Dumay also acknowledges that Alice broke up with him, but he 
harbors no ill feelings toward her. “She really was a nice lady,” he insists.
Was the relationship serious? “Any time you can find a girl in Rolla,”
Dumay says, “it’s serious.”
From 1967 through the late 1990s, the Alice experience was an 
integral part of the St. Pat’s celebration. The student knighting ceremony,
in which students were tossed into Alice, took place on Saturdays after
the St. Pat’s Parade – first at Lions Club Park, then later on the athletic
fields behind the Gale Bullman Multi-Purpose Building. At its height in
Go ask Alice?
We would if we could
by Andrew Careaga, acareaga@umr.edu
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the 1980s, throngs of students and visitors would crowd into Allgood-
Bailey Stadium to watch the event and toss tennis balls into the pool.
During Dumay’s day, “It was this livestock watering trough full of this
green stuff, liquid. ... There was usually a lot of beer and it was usually
green. Everything was green.”
Alice was a ceremonial rite of passage for the student knights,
Dumay recalls. “They got baptized, anointed,” he says. “In order to be a
proper knight, they had to be blessed and all that.”
Bob “Fitz” Fitzsimmons, the St. Pat’s photographer for decades
(see story on page 19), took pictures at many a knighting ceremony,
beginning in 1960. “It was really gross back then,” he says, but didn’t
improve much over time.
The practice ended in the late 1990s when university administrators
decided the liability associated with the ritual was just too great. 
But St. Pat and his court wanted Alice to go out with a big splash,
Fitzsimmons recalls. “The last year, the whole court jumped in it at the
end, and I said, ‘Well, if you’re all going in it, then I’ll go in, too.’ I was
the last one in it.”
A search of the university’s alumni records turns up no record of an “Alice” enrolled as a graduate or Ph.D. student in the 1960s. We wanted to go ask Alice,
but apparently her identity, like some of the ingredients of the substance that bore her name for more than three decades, will remain a mystery.
“It was this livestock 
watering trough full of this 
green stuff, liquid. ... 
There was usually a lot of beer 
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“They always treated me like a king.”
– Bob Fitzsimmons
photos of Fitz by B.A. Rupert
St. Pat’s celebration photos by Bob Fitzsimmons
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Bob Fitzsimmons was a high school
freshman when he started working part time
for the Rolla Daily News in 1956. His main 
job was to set type for the metal plates 
newspapers used in those days, but he also
helped out in the circulation department. 
One day, when the paper’s photographer
abruptly quit, the teenager found himself 
with a new responsibility. “Ed Sowers (the 
publisher) handed me a camera and said, 
‘Now you’re a photographer, too.’”
Maybe the veteran newspaperman 
recognized a hidden talent in the young 
typesetter. It’s more likely that Fitzsimmons
happened to be in the right place at the right
time. Whether by design or by accident,
Fitzsimmons – or “Fitz,” as he is better known
– parlayed that sudden responsibility into a
lifelong photography career, and a 45-year 
avocation as the official photographer for 
St. Pat and his Court.
Fitzsimmons was still on the newspaper
staff in 1960 when he was first assigned 
to cover St. Pat’s. Soon thereafter, MSM 
employee Jack Tryon, the St. Pat’s advisor 
at the time, told Fitzsimmons and RDN news
editor/photographer Darrell Bradford that 
the court could use some help chronicling each
year’s events for posterity. Tryon asked the 
two newsmen to fill that role, and they agreed. 
(A few years later, the pair left the newspaper
to form Bradford and Fitzsimmons Photography
in downtown Rolla.) Fitzsimmons took over sole
responsibility in the mid-1980s.
“I wanted to capture kind of a history of it
all,” says Fitzsimmons.
And that’s exactly what he did. From 1961
through 2005, Fitzsimmons saved his vacation
days to spend them with the court every
March. Although he’s known as the “official”
photographer, there was never any kind of 
formal agreement between Fitz and the court.
“They just kept coming around every year and
saying, ‘Well, you’re doing it again this year,
aren’t you?’ and I said, ‘Yeah. Why not?’
“They always treated me like a king.”
Or if not a king, at least as one of their
own. Fitzsimmons was chosen to become an
Honorary Knight of St. Patrick in 1996.  
Wherever the court was, Fitz was there,
too. In the early days, he snapped black-and-
white photos with “an old four-by-five Graflex”
large-format camera, then moved to color film
in the 1960s, and to digital photography by
2003. He’s photographed the court in their 
official poses – standing with chancellors, 
local business and community leaders, and the
annual Queen of Love and Beauty and other 
fair ladies of the court. He’s also photographed
the court in many unofficial – and possibly
embarrassing – venues and circumstances. 
He’s captured the pageantry of the knighting
and coronation ceremonies, the zaniness 
of Alice, the “wild and crazy” parties, the
parades, the arrival of St. Pat and His Court,
and many other occasions. At the end of each
year’s celebration, he turned the photos over to
that year’s court, so he has no incriminating
evidence to share. He did, however, share a
few photos from some of the more public
events.
Fitzsimmons retired from his service to 
St. Pat in 2005. “I talked to the guys and told
them I can’t hang like I used to,” he says. 
He turned the responsibilities over to 
Jasyn Randazzo (better known as “Dozzle”),
EE/CompE’02. But don’t be surprised to see 
Fitz at the centennial in March.
Fitz:
St. Pat’s man behind the lens
by Andrew Careaga, acareaga@umr.edu
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Thomas W. Kelly Jr.,
MetE’40, kissed the Blarney Stone in
a 1930s St. Pat’s celebration (above). 
While stationed in Africa during
World War II, Kelly wrote a will 
establishing an MSM scholarship
fund with money he inherited from
his uncle. The Earl Peters Award
helps students from his Benton, Mo.,
hometown attend UMR. Kelly was
killed in a bombing raid on July 28,
1944, and MSM inherited all of his
earthly belongings, which remained
in the attic of Schrenk Hall for
decades. They were uncovered 
during a building renovation and
donated to the UMR Archives,
where they now safely reside. 
Kelly was one of six MSM
graduates killed in World War II
whose names are memorialized in
UMR’s Quadrangle. Kelly Hall, 
current home to 150 UMR students,
was dedicated in 1958.
Kelly green
Remembrances
“In preparation for St. Pat’s, a fraternity brother –
Billy Kay, MinE’33 – made some home brew in the
shed behind our boarding house. It stunk up the
whole neighborhood! Our cook said ‘Boys, I'm going
to stick with you through thick and thin, but when it
gets thick, I’ll get thin.’”
– Irvin Spotti, MetE’33
“It was a happy time, waiting on the arrival by 
handcar over the railroad tracks. The parade down
through town. The ceremony at school. The dance.
Everything is a great memory.” 
– Robert Tindall, CE’49, MS CE’50
“St. Pat riding in on the Frisco hand cart. The 
raucous celebration in the auditorium. The three
days of celebration. The parties at Lambda Chi Alpha 
fraternity at 8th and Olive. The smoke-filled “blue
room” down by the Frisco track. The many dogs 
who hung around the fraternity house – “red dog,”
“brown dog,” and “no dog” (a cat). With 1,500 
students – five female – we imported women from 
St. Louis, Kansas City, Stephens College and Mizzou
for the parties.” 
– Gene Langston, MetE’50
“The manure spreader in the parade for St. Pat’s
Day. The Saturday night dances (30 miles away).
Dean Curtis Wilson as an excellent speaker. 
The military officers at Fort Leonard Wood.” 
– Clarence Babcock, MinE’51
“Curb-to-curb beer on Pine Street.” 
– Richard Heagler, CE’57, MS CE’62
“If you ever needed a ride back to Rolla from 
anywhere, all you had to do was put on your green
and someone would pick you up. They knew where
you were headed.” 
– Tom Feger, CE’69
“Alice! I visited Alice in 1971. I have never sobered
up so fast! Drunk in…sober out. No party anywhere
compares to St. Pat’s.”
– Joe Ward, MetE’72
“On Alice, I remember the guys would cover 
themselves with Vaseline and put cotton in their
ears and nostrils to keep the muck out and make 
it easier to clean off afterwards. If you were sitting
in the bleachers down wind…phew!” 
– Dan Kern, CE’74
“I was a junior rep in 1981 and an alumni rep in
1982. In ’81, I worked the parade and the games,
which was fun but cold – it was sleeting at the
games. In ’82, I got to do my first street painting,
which is, of course, my best memory. It was so fun!
As a junior rep, our house built and maintained
Alice, so of course I got to collect all the supplies –
another good time!”  
– Kevin Kriewall, CE’82
“I always attended the St. Pat’s events on campus 
at the mall and the Puck whenever I could. There
was nothing better than watching friends and
strangers pile on sweatshirts, wrestle in Jell-O or
kill snakes with fancy contraptions. I also always
attended the main follies and the parade. Being on
the Student Union Board, I was always involved 
with planning the major concert, dealing with the
bands and helping out with security. One of my first
St. Pat’s helped me break of out my ‘shell.’ I went
down residential streets with people I barely knew
and attended basement parties to drink green beer.
Of course, I did that at the Grotto, too. One of my
favorite years was when I got a female friend from
Mizzou to come down and experience St. Pat’s 
with me.”
– Cory Chapman, EMgt’04
The UMR Magazine staff asked alumni to share their 
fondest memories of UMR’s grand tradition. 
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Across
1. queen of love and
2. parade entries
6. tool to drive out snakes
10. St. Pat profession
11. formed in 1931
14. St. Pat’s Board publication
18. school’s first St. Patrick
19. type of spreader used to paint street
Down
1. [blank] stone
3. fraternity credited for creating cudgels –
[blank] [blank] Gamma
4. number of leaves on a St. Pat’s shamrock
5. knight
6. attire for sale




13. down Pine Street
15. hollowed-out tree trunk
16. erin go
17. formerly called the extravaganza
Crossword Puzzle
(Answer Key on page 52)
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The Advancing Excellence Campaign 
continues to fuel UMR’s vision of 
becoming a top five technological
research university by 2010. UMR 
raised $33.7 million in FY 06-07 
(exceeding the $33 million goal), 
bringing the overall campaign 
total to $125.1 million in four years. 
The success of the Advancing Excellence Campaign is
due in large part to the continued dedication and loyalty
of alumni and friends like
Mark and Kathy Walker, Jim
and Sue Berkel, and Maurita
Stueck. Their investment in
UMR will support faculty,
facilities and programs.  
Mark parenCEquote81, MS
EMgtquote82paren and Kathy
parenMS EMgtquote82paren Walker have
pledged $100,000 in faculty
support in honor of Bernard
quoteBerniequote Sarchet, founding
chair of the engineering management department. quoteHe
was a very active department head during our tenure at
school and I had the added pleasure of having him as my
faculty advisor,quote Kathy says.
Kathy is the chief network officer for Sprint and
Mark owns an independent restaurant development 
consulting firm. The Walkers credit UMR for helping to
launch them into the workplace. quoteThis is a way of paying
forward so others can enjoy the same type of support and
experience.quote
Phase one of Toomey Hall is nearing completion 
this semester and when finished, the new structure dash just
north of the current Mechanical Engineering Building dash
will house modern laboratories and space for student
research. Jim parenMEquote59paren and Sue Berkel have pledged
$100,000 to help fund the construction and renovation
project.
quoteMy wife, Sue, and I have been active in the Academy
of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering for the past 10
years,quote says Berkel. quoteDuring this period, it became obvious
that other departments were upgrading and we needed to
make improvements to the mechanical and aerospace


















Mark and Kathy Walker
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As of Oct. 31 , 2007, UMR 
has raised $125.1 million 
toward the $200 million 
seven-year campaign goal:
• $27.1 M Student Support                   
• $6.4 M Faculty Support
• $13.7 M Facilities and 
Equipment 
• $34.7 M Program Support
























quoteJim and Suequotes 
support of Toomey Hall 
is a demonstration of 
their ongoing, strong 
commitment to the well-
being of UMRquotes students
and programs,quote says Ashok
Midha, chair of the mechanical and aerospace engineering
department. quoteWe are so appreciative of the Berkels, and 
grateful for their willingness to support this project.quote
For Maurita Stueck, making donations to UMR has
become a habit of the heart. quoteMy husband parenNeil Stueck,
CEquote43paren, was giving to
UMR almost since the
day he graduated, and I
have continued to give,quote
Maurita says.
Even after Neilquotes




Maurita added a new estate gift and gave an additional sum to
create the Neil and Maurita Stueck Distinguished Lecture
Series for Civil, Architectural and Environmental Engineering.
quoteWe have contributed for more than 60 years,quote Maurita says.
quoteThis time, I wanted to do something for student enrichment
that comes from outside the curriculum.quote 
Jim and Sue Berkel Maurita and Neil Stueck
$200 million capital campaign breakdown by area
To learn more about the Advancing Excellence Campaign, and how you can 
make a difference, visit campaign.umr.edu.
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Industry comes calling: GM visits campus
Representatives of General Motors 
Corp. came to UMR Sept. 19 to discuss 
career opportunities with students and
accept resumes for full-time, intern and
cooperative positions. While on campus, 
GM offered tours of its Performance
Division’s mobile display and showed 
off GM vehicles, powertrains and the 
OnStar program.
GM, one of the largest employers 
of UMR graduates, also makes annual 
donations in support of scholarships, 
diversity, student design activities, faculty
recognition, curriculum development and
engineering advances and supports UMR’s
chapter of Engineers Without Borders and
the Partners for the Advancement of

















It takes several big trucks and a fair amount of logistical
planning to ship a house to Washington, D.C.  
Team members re-constructed their 2007 house on the
National Mall for the Solar Decathlon, a student design 
competition sponsored by the U.S. Department of Energy.
Approximately 100,000 visitors toured the homes during 
the competition, which was won by Germany’s Technische
Universitat Darmstadt. The solar houses were judged in 
categories ranging from architecture to engineering to 
comfort. UMR placed fourth in the market viability category
and 11th overall. 
More than 30 UMR students worked on the house for
almost a year leading up to the competition. Twelve students
traveled to Washington for construction and deconstruction,
while six students remained for the entire competition: 
Travis Brenneke, a sophomore in electrical engineering,
Jacob Colbert, a junior in electrical engineering and civil 
engineering, Samantha Markus, a junior in engineering 
management, Michael Pyles, a sophomore in environmental
engineering, Adam Smith, a sophomore in history, and 
Lucas Sudkamp, a junior in architectural engineering.
After the event in Washington, the house was trucked
back to Rolla and placed on its original foundation in UMR’s
Solar Village. Two houses built for previous Solar Decathlons
have already found permanent homes in the village across
from UMR’s Gale Bullman Multi-Purpose Building, where they
serve as student rental houses.
During the Solar Decathalon, UMR’s house received broad
coverage, including mentions in USA Today and CNBC, which
had a live broadcast of its “Street Signs” program from the
UMR house.
It takes a solar village...
Some of the UMR Solar House Team members in Washington.
photo by Bob Phelan/Photomasters
photos by B.A. Rupert
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Human-powered vehicle racer Jerrod Bouchard, a senior in
mechanical engineering, recorded the third-fastest time ever by a
college student this fall during the World Human-Powered Speed
Challenge in Battle Mountain, Nev. Bouchard's best time in four 
tries was 59.26 mph. The record is 61.4 mph.
Human-powered vehicles are recumbent bicycles with 
aerodynamic shells. Bouchard and his UMR teammates worked on
their vehicle, StreaMiner, for about a year prior to the event. The
team consists of chief engineer Bouchard, aerodynamics designer
Andrew Sourk, a senior in aerospace engineering, team leader
Craig George, a senior in electrical engineering, and composite 
specialist Matt Brown, a senior in mechanical engineering.
The annual speed challenge event, which was held Oct. 1-6 
this year, is staged on a flat 5-mile stretch of highway near Battle
Mountain. The road is closed to traffic for approximately one hour
before sunset during the contest. The riders get one attempt per day. 
Several event organizers catch the human-powered vehicles as
the racers attempt to slow down after the finish line. The riders are
then extracted from their vehicles. Bouchard says you can tell he’s
really “pushed it” when he’s unable to walk away for several minutes
after the aerodynamic shell is removed from StreaMiner.
This year’s week-long event was marred by cold weather and
wind. All racing was cancelled on Friday, Oct. 5, due to wind and
snow, and the riders were unable to reach top speeds in the cold
weather on Saturday. Oct. 6. 
During one run, Bouchard topped 60 mph and even passed a
vehicle that had started two minutes before him. But he had to slow
down in order to overtake the other vehicle safely, a maneuver 
UMR deploys human power to Nevada desert
On Sept. 12, representatives
from Garmin, one of the top
recruiters of UMR graduates, 
visited campus to meet with 
students, take resumes and give
away free Garmin equipment to
students. The company designs,
manufactures and markets 
navigation and communication
equipment for the aviation 
industry and consumer markets.
Garmin representatives visit campus
Some members of UMR’s championship Human-Powered Vehicle
Team prepare to break the collegiate land speed record in October.
photos by B.A. Rupert
photo by Bob Phelan/Photomasters
which cost him speed during the crucial stretch of road where the
vehicles are officially timed.
Bouchard, Sourk, George and Brown are all members of UMR’s
Human-Powered Vehicle Team, which won East Coast and West
Coast championships in collegiate human-powered racing last
spring. The Battle Mountain endeavor, which emphasizes 
sprinting speed, is a separate challenge that was born out of the
larger team’s success.
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Last summer, Boeing opened its doors to students in
UMR’s Minority Engineering and Science Program, a 
 scholarship program supported in part by Boeing since 2003.
Nearly 100 students toured the Center for Integrated
Defense Simulation and the Building 67 production facility in
St. Louis. Afterward they met Boeing engineers, some of whom
are MEP veterans, and asked questions about careers, benefits
and internships at Boeing. 
“This is a great opportunity for all involved,” says John
Eash, AE’79, MS EMgt’90, director of IDS Supplier Quality and
executive focal for UMR. “Students have the opportunity to see
what a career in engineering involves, ask questions 
concerning challenges faced by recent graduates, and hear
from seasoned veterans. Boeing enhances relationships with
the university and students, which strengthens our recruiting,
research and development, and continuing education 
partnerships. It’s an investment in their future and ours.”
UMR values the site visits as well, according to Jacques 
P. Fransaw, EMgt’04 and MS SysE’07, former UMR program
coordinator. “Telling students about Boeing’s engineering 
programs is one thing; showing them is another,” Fransaw says.
The Boeing visit marked the conclusion of “Hit the Ground
Running,” a summer program that prepares incoming freshmen
for their first year in college. The program’s coursework in
math, chemistry and English provides a strong foundation 
for college life.
“I really enjoyed the hands-on approach. I now have a 
better understanding of how co-ops and internships play a role
in getting ahead in corporate America,” said Danielle Bowles-
Martin, a freshman in chemical engineering.
Future engineers and scientists visit Boeing
Matthew Case, Boeing IDS software engineer, shows 
Jarell Crutcher, a freshman in metallurgical engineering,
and Cecelia Gabel, a freshman in psychology, how to “fly”
the F/A-18 simulator during a recent tour of the Center for
Integrated Defense Simulation in St. Louis. Crutcher and
Gabel are among nearly 100 UMR students who are 
benefitting from the Minority Engineering and Science
Scholarship Program, sponsored in part by Boeing.
Aerospace engineering graduate 
students Mike Dancer and Jason
Searcy took first place in the Student
Scholarship Competition session at the
21st Annual Conference on Small
Satellites for their paper about the 
UMR SAT mission. The conference 
was held Aug. 13-16 in Logan, Utah.
The UMR SAT team has spent 
the last two years designing and 
constructing a pair of satellites, MR SAT 
(Missouri-Rolla Satellite) and MRS SAT
(Missouri-Rolla Second Satellite). 
At the beginning of the proposed
mission, the two satellites are docked
and only separate once in space. The 
pair is designed to separate and
autonomously maintain a specified 
flight formation. Dancer, Searcy and
Henry Pernicka, associate professor of
aerospace engineering and their faculty
advisor, plan to submit the results of their
research to two journals for publication.
photo courtesy of The Boeing Co.
A top SAT score
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Trailblazing on the
Continental Divide
Armed with a GPS
unit, Michelle Marincel,
NucE’06, and Brian
Payne, a senior in civil
and environmental 
engineering, bushwacked
and backtracked their way
through the Medicine Bow
National Forest near the
Wyoming border with
Colorado last summer in
an effort to blaze a better trail along the Continental
Divide. Along the way, they encountered antelope,
deer, badgers, mosquitos and a freak hail storm.
The pair were among more than 3,000 
applicants who responded to an ad in Backpacker
magazine requesting volunteers. As part of their
application, Marincel and Payne submitted a video
showing how they could make a snow-melting
machine out of Power Bars.
Backpacker plans to use information from 300
volunteers, including Marincel and Payne, to create
a comprehensive Continental Divide Trail website
with an interactive map, notes, images, water 
location, markers and GPS coordinates.
“We started out at about 11,000 feet,” says
Marincel, a graduate student in environmental 
engineering at UMR. “Then we ended up hiking
through beautiful meadows and sagebrush.”
They hiked 15 miles the first day without water.
Their total trip lasted five days and covered more
than 50 miles.
“At one point we could see a storm on the 
horizon,” says Marincel. “There was no shelter and
we were on an old overgrown sheep trail. It was
kind of exciting. We were really forging a new trail.
There were no markers.”
“We hope Backpacker’s project makes 
information on the CDT more accessible and 
encourages people to get out and hike it,” says
Payne. “When the trail is finally complete, 
we look forward to being able to point to a 50-mile
stretch in the Wyoming wilderness and say we
mapped that.”
Watch the video that got Marincel and Payne
chosen for Backpacker’s quest at
www.youtube.com/user/curbzideprophet. 
Cleaner transportation is coming to rural Missouri, thanks to a joint effort by
UMR and several federal agencies.
The state’s first two hydrogen-powered shuttle buses, built by Ford Motor Co.,
took their first passengers on July 31 from UMR’s Havener Center to the Hy-Point
Industrial Park in Rolla. The hydrogen-powered buses are an integral part of the first
rural test site for the federal government’s hydrogen-technology program.
Currently, the hydrogen is supplied from a mobile hydrogen fueler built by 
Air Products and Chemicals Inc. and installed at the Hy-Point Industrial Park. Plans
call for the state’s first permanent hydrogen-fueling station to be built in St. Robert
by 2008. The station will provide both the fuel for a commuter service for nearby
Fort Leonard Wood employees along the Interstate 44 corridor and a test bed for
demonstrating the safe generation, storage and dispensing of hydrogen.
Federal partners in this project include the U.S. Department of Transportation’s
Research and Innovative Technology Administration, National University
Transportation Center, U.S. Air Force Research Laboratory and the Defense 
Logistics Agency.
Get on the bus: 
bringing hydrogen fuel to rural Missouri
Top: Bus driver Jason Myers “fills up the tank” at the hydrogen station. 
Bottom left:  UMR student Nathan Devine boards the hydrogen bus. 
Bottom right: An exterior view of the bus as it heads to campus.
photos by B.A. Rupert
Payne and Marincel
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Fellow and vice president of the
company’s Global Software
Group, became UMR’s first 
Daniel C. St. Clair Chair of
Computer Science on Sept. 1.
The chair is named for 
Daniel C. St. Clair, former chair 
of computer science at UMR, 
who died in 2006.
One of only 12 Motorola
Fellows, Weigert has created 
innovative software development
tools that are used to build 
a wide variety of Motorola telecommunications products, 
such as network elements or cellular telephones. Weigert’s
tools leverage advances from basic computer science research.
His research includes modeling languages and design
methods, the derivation of efficient programs from abstract
models, and the use of automated theorem-proving in 
program generation and verification. He holds leadership 
positions in international standards organizations focusing 
on software development notations.
Funding for the chair was provided in large part by the
UMR Academy of Computer Science, UMR computer science
faculty members and alumni, including major contributors
John R. Lovitt, CSci’70, Carol, CSci’86, and Brian, ME’81,
Matthews, Cynthia Tang, Econ’85, and Gary, CE’72, and
Sherry Forsee. The $1.1 million endowment receives an 
annual match from the 2004 University of Missouri Endowed
Chairs Program.
“Dan St. Clair had a vision for strengthening and 
improving the department,” says Lovitt, who is a past 
president of the UMR Academy of Computer Science. “I think
for a lot of us who gave, it was from a commitment to help
realize that vision.” The combined effort of faculty, staff and
alumni to create the endowment illustrated the broad base 
of support for St. Clair’s vision, Lovitt says.
“Seeing the faculty come together and be committed to
this was very important,” Lovitt adds.
Waddill to chair physics
Dan Waddill, professor of physics and
senior investigator in UMR’s Graduate Center
for Materials Research, became chair of
physics Aug. 1. He took over from Paul Parris,
who remains on the physics faculty.
Murray receives Baker award
Susan Murray, associate professor 
of engineering management and systems 
engineering and the department’s associate
chair for graduate studies, received the Merl
Baker Award from the American Society for
Engineering Education’s Engineering
Management Division. The award, named for 
a former UMR chancellor, recognizes exemplary
service to the engineering management 
discipline.
They are jolly good fellows
James Drewniak, Curators’ Professor of
electrical and computer engineering, received 
a Fellow Award from the Institute of Electrical
and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) at the group’s
International Symposium on Electromagnetic
Compatibility in July.
In August, Donald Wunsch, the Mary 
K. Finley Missouri Distinguished Professor 
of Electrical and Computer Engineering, was
elected fellow of the International Neural
Networks Society (INNS). He also accepted 
the senior fellow position and will serve as
INNS College of Fellows’ chair.
Donald D. Myers, ME’61, MS ME’64,
professor of engineering management, was
elected a fellow of the American Society for
Engineering Education (ASEE) for distinguished
service and contributions to the society.
Madria hits the lecture circuit
This spring, IEEE invited Sanjay Madria,
associate professor of computer science at
UMR, to serve as a speaker in the IEEE
Computer Society’s Distinguished Visitors
Program. He will serve a three-year term con-
ducting research seminars on web and mobile
data management for local IEEE chapters
throughout North America.
KUMR is now KMST
UMR’s public radio station is now known
to listeners as KMST. The station changed its
call letters in July in preparation for UMR’s
Jan. 1 change to Missouri University of Science
and Technology, or Missouri S&T. 
The station is still available locally at 
88.5 FM in Rolla and 96.3 FM in Lebanon, Mo.
KMST also streams its broadcast online at
www.kmst.org.
Briefly
Motorola VP named St. Clair Chair
Weigert
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Thulasi Kumar, former director of institutional research at the
University of Northern Iowa, started work as director of institutional
research and assessment at UMR on July 1.
“UMR plays a vital role in educating the scientists and 
engineers needed for the rapidly changing global economy,” says
Kumar. “I am delighted to come to UMR at a historic time when 
the university is reshaping itself to be among the top technological
research institutions in the nation. The challenge for institutional
research is to provide policy, planning and decision support that 
will help to realign the institution as one of the nation’s premier
technological universities.”
At UNI, Kumar was active in helping the university realign
resources with changes in enrollment and declining state support.
He also developed a campuswide data warehouse plan to integrate
databases from numerous systems with a new enterprise planning
system.
Kumar is the founder of the Iowa Association for Institutional
Research. He serves on the executive board of the Data Mining in
Higher Education Consortium and was the chair of the Practicing
Institutional Research: Theory, Techniques, Technologies, Tools 
and Ethics track for the Association of Institutional Research 
Forum in 2007.
The 2006-2007 school year was a record-breaker for the UMR Career
Opportunities Center. The fall 2006 and spring 2007 career fairs were the
two largest in UMR history with more than 2,500 students and more than
700 recruiters attending each semester. The COC also had a record 
number of on-campus interviews with 4,251 conducted through their 
office and a record 668 different employers recruited UMR students.  
The department’s progress has not gone unnoticed. This fall, the
Princeton Review ranked UMR No. 20 in its “Best Career and Job
Placement Services” category.
Lea-Ann Morton, COC director, says civil, architectural, electrical
and environmental engineering draw the bulk of employers at the career
fairs and on-campus interviews; however, many employers recruit other
disciplines through resume drops and referrals. She notes that more than
13,000 resumes were sent out last year.
Morton feels the success of the career fairs is due to a 
combination of UMR’s academic standing and retirement by the Baby
Boom generation.
“Employers realize the educational value students receive from UMR
and how that knowledge applies to organizational success,” says Morton.
Morton notes that approximately 50 percent of graduates find jobs 
in state while the other half find jobs out of state, and they take UMR’s
reputation with them. “Our reputation is well known. We had employers
from 44 states and one international location recruit our student body last
year,” she says.
Morton is looking forward to another year of success.
“UMR students will continue to be highly sought after,” she says. 
1,400 recruiters seek UMR graduates
Thulasi Kumar to lead institutional research at UMR
More than 700 recuiters from various companies were
on campus for the spring 2007 Career Fair in the Gale
Bullman Multi-Purpose Building. The event is held
twice a year and is sponsored by the UMR Career
Opportunities Center. 
photo by B.A. Rupert
WINTER07_SECTION2:UMR MAG TEMPLATE  11/20/07  7:13 PM  Page 29





A team of UMR researchers found concentrations of leachable arsenic and
lead above drinking water standards in sediment and soil samples collected from
New Orleans’ parishes following Hurricane Katrina in 2005. The team shares its
findings in a recent article published in the journal Environmental Science &
Technology.
The researchers also searched for evidence of pesticides, but those 
concentrations were generally in the nondetectable range.
“Levee breaches, precipitated by Hurricane Katrina and the associated
storm surge, left sediments that now cover large sections of New Orleans and 
the peninsula,” explains Craig Adams, the John and Susan Mathes Chair of
Environmental Engineering at UMR and director of the UMR Environmental
Research Center for Emerging Contaminants.
The preliminary study analyzed 46 of the 238 samples the team gathered
Oct. 6-18, 2005, in New Orleans and along Highway 23 on the Louisiana 
peninsula.
“The highest leachable concentrations of lead and arsenic in sediment were
observed in the Broadmoor District in Orleans Parish,” Adams says. “These levels
could potentially pose a health issue if significant exposure occurred.”
Adams says normal human contact with sediments – and the contaminants
therein – can come through many exposure routes, ranging from children 
playing in their yards, participation in sports like football and baseball, and 
gardening activities.
“The massive cleanup efforts in New Orleans also continue to expose 
workers and citizens to sediments deposited in houses, yards and streets,”
Adams says. “Inhalation of airborne particulates and dust can be a significant
exposure route to toxins in sediment particles.”
Arsenic and old lead found in the Big Easy
Making a balloon out of glass might not seem like such 
a great idea on the surface – but Hank Rawlins, MetE’91, 
MS MetE’92, a graduate student in metallurgical engineering,
thinks glass balloons might turn out to be the best way to put
monitoring equipment in the upper atmosphere.
Rawlins took third place in the 2007 Strength in Glass
Contest, a year-long challenge for university students 
interested in identifying marketable new products, 
engineering opportunities and cost savings that would be 
possible “if glass of any type were available at 50 times its 
current strength.”
Rawlins received $5,000 for his proposal of “Eversphere
Glass Balloons.” The concept involves high-strength, 
thin-walled vacuum glass balloons. The balloons would have 
a greater lifting force than helium or hydrogen balloons and
would allow scientists to permanently place monitoring 
equipment in the upper atmosphere.          
The competition was sponsored by the Glass
Manufacturing Industry Council (GMIC), the glass and 
optical materials division of the American Ceramic Society, 
the International Commission on Glass, the Center for Glass
Research and the National Science Foundation’s International
Materials Institute on New Functionalities in Glasses.
“The industry now has a clear look at some of the 
amazing products that will be possible when the barriers 
to stronger glass are overcome and the target strengths are
achieved,” says Michael Greenman, executive director of GMIC.
“The next step of this process will be the creation and
announcement of an X-Prize in Glass.”
The X-Prize in Glass would be similar to the $10 million
Ansari Prize, which was offered in 2005 to encourage privately
funded space flight.
Up, up and away in my...glass balloon?
Craig Adams (left), director of the UMR
Environmental Research Center for Emerging
Contaminants, and Jianmin Wang, assistant 
professor of civil, architectural and environmental
engineering at UMR, are members of a team of 
UMR researchers that analyzed sediment and 
soil samples from New Orleans’ parishes.
photo by B.A. Rupert
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A group of UMR researchers led by
Genda Chen has developed a way to 
retrofit bridges to help them withstand
everything from blasts to earthquakes to
old age. 
Last summer, the researchers 
completed a series of explosives tests on
their retrofitted bridge components at Fort
Leonard Wood, Mo. The initial results
make the researchers confident that their 
technique will improve bridges’ ability 
to hold up under pressure.
Chen, a professor of civil, architectural
and environmental engineering and 
interim director of the Center for
Infrastructure Engineering Studies, and
civil engineering graduate student Brian
Wood designed and constructed three
identical, one-quarter-scale replicas of 
typical bridge columns  – with one 
exception. Inside each of the columns was
a sensor that could find cracks and other
damage not seen during visual inspection,
Chen says.
“The problem with visual inspections is
that much of this damage in columns can’t
be seen after the earthquake or disaster is
over,” Chen explains. “Cracks on the
columns are typically closed immediately
after an earthquake due to gravity loads. 
You won’t be able to see them with your
eyes – but this sensor can pick them up.”
Of the three 10-foot columns, one
remained bare to serve as the benchmark, 
a second was strengthened with a sheet of 
carbon-fiber-reinforced polymer (FRP), and
a third was reinforced with carbon FRP and
coated with a rubber-like layer before 
being covered with an additional FRP sheet.
“The FRP sheet is used to confine 
concrete,” Chen explains. “We used the 
rubber-like material to dampen or modulate
the shockwave effect.”
Chen and Wood worked with UMR
explosives expert Jason Baird, PhD MinE’01,
to initiate four explosions using increasing 
levels of high explosives.
“FRP composites have very high
strength-to-weight ratios in addition to
being resistant to corrosion and fairly easy
to apply,” Wood says. “They are already used
in bridge strengthening, but the additional
rubber-like layer increases the amount of
energy that is dissipated during an extreme
loading situation such as an earthquake or
an explosion, which can significantly
decrease the risk of a catastrophic failure.”
These bridges won’t come falling down
Brian Wood and Genda Chen pose with one of their concrete beams.
A UMR mechanical engineer and two of his colleagues have 
received a patent for a system that could improve the performance of 
electric motors. Daniel Stutts, associate professor of mechanical and
aerospace engineering, received a patent for a sensor and control system
that can minimize the torque ripple that is found in many electric motors
and generators.
“Torque ripple, a harmonic variation in motor output torque, 
contributes to vibration, noise and variation in the drive rotation of
machines,” Stutts explains.
Stutts and his colleagues developed an inexpensive piezoelectric 
sensor to sense the reaction forces through its mounting hardware. 
“The sensor picks up the torque ripple with very high fidelity, enabling 
the signal to be used in a feedback control system to mitigate torque 
ripple,” Stutts adds. “We think it is a competitive option for reducing
torque ripple.”
Stutts’ co-inventors are Jason Neely of Sandia National
Laboratories in Albuquerque, N.M., and Steven Pekarek of Purdue
University.
Shushing electric motors
photo by B.A. Rupert
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Members of the UMR chapter of
Engineers Without Borders are working to
design sustainable solutions to problems
ranging from waste management to energy
generation for residents of Bolivia,
Guatemala and Honduras.
Earlier this year, more than 60 students
traveled to the countries to assist with 
sanitation and water supplies. The students
are now preparing for return trips to the
countries, where they hope to implement
their latest plans.
One UMR team is designing and 
constructing a potable water system, 
sanitary waste control and solar lighting for
a school of 260 students in Collegio Rio
Colorado, Bolivia. Another UMR team, in
partnership with Black & Veatch, is 
developing a design to provide potable
water and sanitary waste water control to
Santiago, Honduras, a community of 7,000.
In Solola, Guatemala, a team is continuing
its partnership to help in the expansion 
of a high school, including development of 
a sustaining sanitary waste disposal system.  
In January 2008, a team of three UMR
students and two faculty members will 
travel to Bolivia to assess new projects,
including a bridge in Tacachia that would
allow access to markets and health care 
during the rainy season and a sanitary
waste system for the Carabuco community.
“The energy and dedication of our EWB
students continue to amaze everyone who
comes in contact with them,” says faculty
advisor Rick Stephenson, professor of
civil, architectural and environmental 
engineering at UMR. “Their passion for
working with the poor and neglected of the
Third World to improve their standard of 
living is an inspiration to me. They 
constantly remind me of our unofficial motto
that engineers can save more lives than
doctors.”
While the chrome in your car’s bumper isn’t hazardous
to your health, producing that chrome can be. That’s why a
group of UMR researchers, in partnership with Deft Inc. of
Irvine, Calif., is helping to develop chrome-free coatings that
reduce health risks for workers who apply primer to military
aircraft. 
The research was recognized in the September issue 
of R&D Magazine as one of the 100 most technologically 
significant products of 2006. It is part of the magazine’s 
annual R&D 100 awards, which have been called “the Oscars
of invention” by the Chicago Tribune. 
Chrome-based coatings have been used for decades 
to prevent corrosion of aircraft, but last year the U.S.
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 
initiated new rules to significantly limit the amount 
of chrome exposure to U.S. workers. Applying chrome-based
primer can cause severe respiratory problems and in some
cases may lead to lung cancer.
The chrome-free primer, developed by UMR and Deft, is
compatible with existing materials and provides the neces-
sary corrosion protection. And, best of all, it’s safe for workers.
Deft licensed the chrome-free inhibitor technology 
from UMR and further developed it into paint formulations, 
including a chrome-free primer that is currently being used to
coat the Air Force’s entire fleet of F-15s. The primer has also
been approved for use on Apache helicopters.
“Without the new technology, the production workers
would have been in moon suits from here on out,” says James
Stoffer, Curators’ Professor emeritus of chemistry at UMR.
UMR research wins ‘Oscar of invention’
EWB teams study waste management, energy solutions
Non-chrome primers, developed with technology that 
originated at UMR, are being used to coat military aircraft. 
The UMR technology was developed in cooperation 
with the Air Force Research Laboratory’s Materials and
Manufacturing Directorate, Warner-Robbins Air Logistics
Center and Boeing Phantom Works in St. Louis. UMR has 
filed a patent claim on the original chrome-free inhibitor 
technology. Stoffer and Thomas J. O’Keefe Sr., Curators’
Professor emeritus of metallurgical engineering are principal
investigators. Research has also been conducted by Eric
Morris, PhD Chem’00, a Deft researcher who began the 
project as a UMR graduate student, Paul Yu, a research 
assistant professor at UMR’s Materials Research Center; 
Scott Hayes, PhD Chem’05; Xuan Lin, who earned a PhD
MetE’98; and Richard Albers, a research chemist at Deft.
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If the Missouri Department of Transportation improved its sources of biodiesel,
the department would be able to meet a legislative mandate requiring 75 percent of 
its diesel vehicle fleet and heavy equipment be fueled with B-20 – biodiesel. That 
suggestion is part of a list of best practices being developed for MoDOT by UMR
researcher Scott Grasman. Last year, biodiesel accounted for 51 percent of the 
6 million gallons the department consumed.
“B-20 is more environmentally neutral and has lower greenhouse emissions,”
Grasman explains. “Although biodiesel is probably not the best long-run alternative
fuel source, it’s a more renewable fuel that can
come from vegetable oils, animal fats, or really
any biomass. That’s one reason it’s a good 
regional alternative.”
While biodiesel may be better for the 
environment, the alternative fuel does have its 
disadvantages. First, vehicles and equipment 
powered by biodiesel have lower fuel economy 
and power. That loss of power, although small, 
may be problematic for heavy equipment like 
snowplows and bulldozers. Biodiesel can also 
be more expensive than regular diesel, a fact 
the Missouri legislature took into consideration
when mandating its use.
As part of the research, Grasman and Sundaresan Sadashivam, a graduate 
student in engineering management, contacted other states that have a state biodiesel
program to determine any issues they faced with year-round use. According to the 
survey responses, quality was the issue that respondents felt was most important.
Nearly all of the states that responded said that all the biodiesel they use should meet
the American Society for Testing and Materials’ biodiesel standards.
Helping meet the biodiesel mandate
Increasing demands on an aging U.S.
power infrastructure made headlines last 
summer as temperatures in the Midwest 
and South topped 100 degrees. 
One reason for the increased stress: 
The nation’s economic growth since the 1950s
has “outstripped the growth of the power 
system,” says Mariesa Crow, the Fred W.
Finley Distinguished Professor of Electrical 
and Computer Engineering.
Crow, who conducts research on how
large and complex power systems function,
says high demands for electricity during heat
waves create the potential for widespread 
outages. 
“The problem we have is trying to ship
power from one place to another over 
long distances,” explains Crow, who also
directs UMR’s Energy Research and
Development Center. “Most major power 
plants are located in remote areas away 
from large cities.”
Possible solutions to this problem, 
according to Crow, include building smaller
power stations closer to population centers 
in order to generate electricity during critical
times or even to plan rotating blackouts to 
alleviate stress on the system as a whole.
One of Crow’s colleagues, Badrul
Chowdhury, is investigating how wind farms,
fuel cells and other distributed sources of 
energy could help stabilize the system by
remaining online even when major power 
lines and generating plants are lost.
An additional advantage of these 
distributed energy sources is that they 
are environmentally cleaner and therefore 
provide an attractive option for use within 
city limits, says Chowdhury, a professor of 














during the Rice and
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Mike McNamee, a senior in civil and architectural engineering,
has soccer in his blood. Born into a soccer-loving family, he began
playing on his first team at the age of 4. 
Now the four-year Miner goalkeeper shares the team captain











every minute of every game over the next two seasons. His six shut-
outs in 2005 earned him UMR’s single-season record. He recently
broke the school’s all-time record for shutouts with his 15th when
the Miners blanked Truman State on the last day of September. 
Along with making school records, McNamee was voted  
the Miners’ most valuable player by his teammates following his
sophomore year. He counts that vote and becoming co-captain with
Gravlin as the two biggest honors he has received while playing 
soccer at UMR. “I feel like I have a bus full of amazing friends from
the team,” he says. “Since we travel with the women’s team, we’ve all
become good friends on the road and it really feels like one big
extended family.”
McNamee chose UMR for its strong engineering program and
the opportunity to play soccer competitively. Set to graduate in
December 2008, he hopes to enter the construction management
field. He currently works for McCarthy Building Companies Inc. in
St. Louis.
For McNamee, though, it’s not all about what he has put into
soccer. It’s also about what soccer has given back to him. “The sense
of pride is the most rewarding part of playing soccer at UMR,” he
says, “the pride in myself, in my teammates individually, in my team
as a whole, in our work, and in my school. I will carry that feeling
with me the rest of my life.”
“The sense of pride is 
the most rewarding 
part of playing soccer 
at UMR.”
-Mike McNamee
It’s in his blood:
UMR soccer goalie
Mike McNamee
by Elizabeth Hogancamp   eah34b@umr.edu
photo by B.A. Rupert  
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UMR ranks 13th in NCSA power rankings 
UMR’s athletics program ranks 13th among NCAA Division II institutions in the 
2007 National Collegiate Scouting Association rankings. 
The NCSA rankings rate colleges and universites based on their student-athlete 
graduation rates, academic strength and athletic success. More than 260 institutions 
compete at the NCAA Division II level.
The rankings are calculated for each college and university at the NCAA Division I, II
and III levels by averaging the U.S. News & World Report ranking, the U.S. Sports Academy
Directors’ Cup ranking and the NCAA student-athlete graduation rate of each college and
university. 
The collegiate power rankings, based off of the U.S. Sports Academy Directors’ Cup 
rating, evaluates the strength of NCAA athletic departments, while the U.S. News & 
World Report rating recognizes institutions of academic excellence. The student-athlete
graduation rates are based on those provided by the NCAA. 
The top-ranked school in this year’s rankings is the University of California-San Diego,
which was the top-ranked Division II school in the U.S. News rankings and tied for the top
spot with several schools for its graduation rate.
UMR was the second-highest ranked school among the Great Lakes Valley Conference
schools behind Drury University; nine other GLVC schools were ranked among the top 100.
The others were Wisconsin-Parkside (18th), Indianapolis (tied for 26th), Lewis (28th),
Bellarmine (50th), Quincy (55th), Southern Illinois-Edwardsville (65th), Rockhurst (80th),
Northern Kentucky (84th) and Missouri-St. Louis (85th).
In addition to the collegiate power rankings, NCSA is also providing recruiting 
education to high school athletic directors, coaches and families of student-athletes 
who are interested in competing at the next level. 
Miner cross country team makes national rankings
The Miner cross country team’s strong start 
to the 2007 season earned the team a spot in the 
Top 25 for NCAA Division II in the poll released by
the U.S. Track & Field and Cross Country Coaches
Association.
With finishes among the top three teams in each
of the first three meets of the season, followed by a
finish of third among the NCAA Division II schools at
the Greater Louisville Classic in late September, the
Miners moved to the No. 15 spot in the national poll.
The Miners were ranked 20th after a third-place
finish out of 36 teams at the Southern Stampede 
in Joplin, Mo., following finishes of third at the
University of Kansas and second in the Miner
Invitational Sept. 8.
UMR also worked its way up to third in the Great
Lakes regional rankings and looked for strong finishes
at both the conference and regional meets. The team





UMR has been selected as a host
institution for the 2008 NCAA Division II
Swimming and Diving Championships,
which will take place March 12-15 at the
Mizzou Aquatics Center on the campus of
the University of Missouri-Columbia. 
The men’s and women’s 
championships will be contested 
simultaneously over the four-day event.
This is the first NCAA event the university
will host, since the 1996 South Central
regional tournament in men’s basketball.
It is the first time that UMR  – or
Missouri S&T as of Jan. 1 – has been
selected to host an NCAA championship
event.
During each of the four days, the 
preliminary rounds will take place during
the morning session, which starts at 
10:30 a.m. each day. The championship
and consolation championships will be
contested during the evening session at 
6 p.m. nightly, except for the two distance
freestyle events and the 800-yard freestyle
relay. These timed finals will take place
during both sessions.
The Miner swimming team, which
opened its 2007-08 season at the Mizzou
Aquatics Center Oct. 13 during the Show-
Me Showdown, is hoping to repeat its
performance from last season at the
national meet where it finished fourth
overall. The Miners have placed among 
the top 10 at the NCAA Division II
Championships in 11 of the last 12 years
and had all 12 of last year’s competitors
earn All-American honors.
Joffroi Holcombe, a senior in
computer engineering, crosses 
the finish line to win the 2007
Miner Invitational.
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Three UMR athletes who 
finished their careers at the top 
of the charts in their respective
sports and the only UMR track 
and field team to win a conference
championship were inducted into
the MSM-UMR Athletic Hall of
Fame on Oct. 27. This year’s class 
of inductees includes:
Kristy (Weber) Meyers, EMgt’91:
Meyers was one of the top pitchers in 
the Missouri Intercollegiate Athletic
Association during a period when the Lady
Miners were among the top teams in the
conference. She helped lead the team to
the top record in the conference in 1988
and to finishes of third and second in the
MIAA Tournaments in back-to-back 
seasons. The 1987 “Freshman of the Year”
and all-league MIAA performer, Meyers
won 47 games in her four seasons, recorded
65 complete games and had a 1.72 earned
run average for her career, all of which were
the school’s top all-time marks when she
finished her career. As a senior she was 
16-3 in the circle and batted .381 for the
MIAA runner-up.
Kurt O’Brien, EMgt’91: O’Brien was 
a record-setting performer in two sports
during his career as a standout on both 
the Miner soccer and track and field teams.
In soccer, he established school records for
goals with 35, assists with 18 and points
with 88. An all-conference and all-region
player during his Miner career, he also set
single-game marks with four goals and
eight points in a 1987 victory over
Bellarmine, while leading the MIAA in 
scoring that season. As a member of the
track and field team, he competed in
sprints and relays and was part of the
record-setting mile relay team.
Mary (Pudlowski) Simon, Psyc’89: 
A four-year starter at point guard for the
Lady Miners, Simon played a key role at
that position on one of the top teams in 
the MIAA in the late 1980s. She finished
her career with 304 assists to establish the
school’s all-time record in that category
and also set the single-game record with 
12 assists in a 1986 game against
Northwest Missouri State – UMR’s first-
ever win over Northwest – to help the Lady
Miners achieve a No. 3 national ranking.
During that 1986-87 season, she also set
the single-season assist mark.
1948 men’s track & field team: The
Miners won the MIAA indoor title and
came in second at the MIAA Outdoor
Championships, finishing just one-half
point behind Southeast Missouri State.
MSM had four winning performances at
the league’s indoor meet. George Bock,
NDD’52, won the indoor shot put, Donald
Smith, MinE’51, doubled as the two-mile
champion in both meets, while Harold
Corbin, NDD’50, won the high hurdles 
during the outdoor championships.
William Kirk, NDD’59, was the high-point,
winning the broad jump and second place
in both the 100- and 220-yard runs.
Miners inducted into Hall of Fame
Front row (left to right): The 1948 men’s track and field team, which won the school’s first
conference title in that sport, was represented by Clifford Turner, George Bock and
Theodore Reeves. Back row (left to right): Mary Pudlowski Simon, the point guard for the
Lady Miner basketball teams from the late 1980s; Kurt O’Brien, one of the top scorers in
school history for the men’s soccer team; and Kristy Weber Meyers, who established
numerous records as a pitcher for the softball team.
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Marianne Ward (center), executive vice president of the MSM-UMR Alumni Association, and Samuel Frimpong
(second from left), chair of mining engineering, presented the Robert F. Dye Mining Engineering Scholarships this
fall to Brett Richter (far left), a junior in mining engineering; Brianna Drury (second from right), a sophomore in
mining engineering; and Jennifer Fizer (right), a junior in mining engineering. Not pictured is Brian Ruggiero, a 
freshman in mining engineering. The endowment was established through the MSM-UMR Alumni Association 
in 1960 by a gift from Mrs. Vachel McNutt (’10) in memory of her second husband, Robert E. Dye, ’12, for 
scholarships in the mining engineering department. 
A Miner name change 
Effective Jan. 1, 2008, 
the alumni association 
will become the 
Miner Alumni Association.
The alumni association 
board of directors voted to
change the name on Oct. 20
during its board meeting.
At-large directors: 
David Tepen, EE’90, of Bettendorf, Iowa
Gregory Skannal, GeoE’85, of Yorba Linda, Calif.
Geographic area directors:
Area 1: Paul Baldetti, EE’81                                                       
Representing VT, CT, RI, MA, ME, NH, 
NJ, NY and Canada
Area 2: Christopher Mayberry, CSci‘98
Representing PA, DE, MD, VA, WV, DC, 
Europe and Africa    
Area 3: Brian Tenholder, MetE‘97
Representing NC, MS, AL, GA, SC TN 
Area 9: Nathan Rues, ME‘02
Representing Southern Illinois, KY, IN
Area 22: David Bufalo, CE’66
Representing UT, WY, CO, NB, MN, SD, ND                           
Area 24: Pete Malsh, CE’62
Representing MT, ID, WA, OR, AK     
Areas 10-18: Andy Singleton, ME’00, 
Dan Frisbee, CE’72, 
Rhonda Galaske, MetE’79, 
Breck Washam, ME‘90
Representing Missouri and Illinois 
ZIP codes of 62000-65899
Student directors (appointed):
Beth Groenke, Student Council President
John “Ziggy” Ziegler, 
Student Union Board President
Raj Singh, Council of Graduate Students President
Thank you to the following retiring 
members of the MSM-UMR Alumni 
Association Board of Directors and 
committee chairs for their dedication and 
loyalty to the alumni association and UMR:
Daniel Bohachick, ’99, Director-at-large
Kelley Thomas, ’91, Areas 10-18 Director
David Begley, ’73, Area 22 Director
Dan O’Sullivan, ’82, Committee Chair 
Lauren Huchingson, ’07, Student Council President
Michael Ojo, E&CE’07, Student Union Board President
Alumni take leadership roles in association
During its annual Homecoming meeting on Oct. 20, the MSM-UMR Alumni Association
approved the following new members: 
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Day draws alumni to
the Rayburn Building
Alumni from all four campuses of
the University of Missouri came together
Sept. 11 in the Rayburn House Office
Building in the U.S. Capitol to greet
Missouri’s federal legislators. Interim
President Gordon H. Lamb addressed
the group, thanking alumni for 
their critically needed support and
thanking legislators for their work to
bring funding to the university.
More than 235 alumni attended 
the event, including the following 
alumni and friends from UMR: Lenell
Allen, Donna Behar, David Dajc ’96, 
Tim ’90 and Lanna Dickinson, Brad ’88
and Peggy Fulton, Chris Mayberry ’98,
Richard ’88 and Michelle Milner, Nader
and Maryam Namazi, Sanjay Nayar ’93,
Nik Putnam ’01, Maureen Ramsey, 
Bob Scanlon ’73, Joseph Schumer ’92,
Lowell and Diana Sensintaffar, Katie
Skalski, Scott Stegmann ’86, and 
Richard Tutko ’88.
Get the card 
that supports the 
MSM-UMR 
Alumni Association 
with every purchase. 
Announcing the new MSM-UMR 
Alumni Association Card.
With this card, you’ll enjoy all the advantages 
of platinum card membership, including:
•  No annual fee
•  Low introductory rate
•  24-hour card member service
•  Travel insurance & travel assistance
•  Discounts on rental cars & more!
Most important, it’s the only card that 
automatically benefits the MSM-UMR 
Alumni Association in its efforts to assist 
the campus and serve alumni. 
Apply today! 
Call 800-853-5576, ext. 8374 
or visit www.umr.edu and 
click on alumni link at left. 
The Board of Directors of the MSM-UMR
Alumni Association approved the following
endowments during its Oct. 20 meeting: 
• James E. Bertelsmeyer Educational
Assistance Fund to benefit members of
Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity
• David E. Glenn Endowment to benefit
the MSM-UMR Alumni Association
• E. Everett Killinger Memorial Scholarship
Fund to benefit students majoring in engineer-
ing, science or mathematics, with preference
given to a student from the Joplin, Mo., area
• Professor Adolph Legsdin Scholarship
Endowment to benefit students majoring in
metallurgical engineering, ceramic engineering,
mining engineering, geological engineering or
geology and geophysics who are members of
Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity or Kappa Delta
sorority
The committee also approved revisions to
the Catherine and Robert Brackbill Endowed
Scholarship to include graduate students
majoring in petroleum engineering. 
Student organizations receive funding
Association adds endowments
The Student Organization Funding 
sub-committee of the MSM-UMR Alumni
Association’s Student and Young Alumni
Relations Committee gave $4,000 to the 
following student organizations for fall 2007: 
Institute of Transportation Engineers: $100 
Engineers Without Borders: $500
Students Today, Alumni Tomorrow: $1,500
Panhellenic Council: $100
Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers: $100
Baja Club: $300
UMR Steel Bridge: $300 
Society of Women Engineers: $200
Miners in Space: $100
Human-Powered Vehicle Team: $300
UMR Trap and Skeet Club: $100
Solar Car Team: $300
Society of Manufacturing Engineers: $100
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100th anniversary 
St. Pat’s in Rolla 
All alumni are invited to attend
the St. Pat’s pre-parade party from
8:30-11 a.m. Saturday, March 15, at
the Alumni Lounge in Castleman Hall, 
10th and Main streets. Last year,
more than 150 alumni and friends
stopped by for a continental 
breakfast and beverages, and we
want this 100th anniversary event 
to be bigger and better than ever.
Make plans to travel to Rolla for 
St. Pat’s or attend one of the section
events in your area. Help keep 
the St. Pat’s tradition alive!
Complementary coffee, juice and 
pastries will be served. Green beer,
Mimosas and Bloody Marys will be
available at a cash bar.  
100 pizzas – 
1 for every year! 
Following the St. Pat’s Parade on 
March 15, all alumni, their families and guests
are invited to come to the Alumni Lounge 
in Castleman Hall, 10th and Main streets.
Sponsored by the MSM-UMR Alumni
Association, Alex’s Pizza and soda will be
served until it’s gone. Green beer, Mimosas
and Bloody Marys will be available at a cash
bar. At 1:45 p.m., alumni and their guests will
join the revelry at the Downtown Bandshell 
to take part in the March to Norwood.
Immediately after the re-enactment of
the first St. Pat’s arrival in front of Norwood
Hall, continue your march to Castleman Hall
for the 100th Anniversary Celebration. From 
2:30-4 p.m., free hot dogs and soda will be
served. The band Generation Gap 65583 will
perform tunes from the 1960s, ’70s and ’80s.
Green beer, Mimosas and Bloody Marys will
be available at a cash bar. 
100th Anniversary Sweatshirts
Now Available!
Purchase your green online 
at stpats.umr.edu
Regular Sweatshirt Design 2008
$25.00
(Add $1 for 2XL and 3XL sizes)
Shipping will be $5.00 per order 
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Bob Phelan/Photomasters and B.A. Rupert
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Left to right: George Bradshaw, Leonard C. Wolff.
Class of 1956 & before
Front row (left to right): Joanne Moeller, Ralph Moeller, George Bradshaw, Leonard C. Wolff, Ralph E. Wolfram,
Joann Holcomb, Lester W. Holcomb. Second row (left to right): Waldemar Dressel, John Burst, John Bartel,
Nancy Bartel, Ginny Wolfram, George L. Stegemeier, Roger Schoeppel. Third row (left to right): Aaron
Greenberg, Philip Roush, Kay Roush, George F. Caudle, Norman L. Marsh, Charles Welde, Patricia L. Deitrich,
Gene W. Edwards, Ann B. Edwards. Fourth row (left to right): Charles Edwards, June Edwards, Janet Caudle,
Karin Marsch, Marylou E. Welde, Fred Dietrich, Kenneth Shriver, Beverly Ellison, Guy C. Ellison.
Class of 1957
Front row (left to right): Charles Edwards, George F.
Caudle, Norman L. Marsch, Charles Weldy, Fred
Dietrich. Second row (left to right): Philip Roush, 
Kay Roush, June Edwards, Janet Caudle, Karin
Marsh, Marylou E. Welde, Patricia L. Dietrich,
Kenneth Shriver.
Class of 1962
Front row (left to right): Gungor Yildirim, Bob Wilson,
Gary Buckrod. Second row (left to right): Inci Yildirim,
Cheryl Buckrod.
Class of 1967
Front row (left to right): Larry Mikelionis, Bob Mills,
James Medlin, William Anderson, Henry K.
Hachmuth. Second row (left to right): Bev Mikelionis,
Dorothy Irzuyk, Carolyn Medlin, Jamie Anderson,
James Hachmuth, Fatima Hachmuth, Karl Hachmuth.
OCTOBER 15 – 21
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Front row (left to right): Kathy Marcee, 
David Marcee. Second row (left to right):
Zeb Nash, Robert Klein.
Class of 1977
Front row (left to right): Gary A. Ruhling, 
L.G. Loos II, James Klutho. Second row (left to
right): Dennis W. Leitterman, Mike Miller, 
Sharon Miller.
Class of 1982
Front row (left to right): Paul Herrmann, 
L.G. Loos II, Donna Kottemann. Second row 





Front row (left to right): Stefanie Eversgerd,
Sarah Jansen, Joseph Jansen, Hannah Jansen,
William Jansen. Second row (left to right):
Andrew Jansen, Laura Jansen.
Ham Radio Club
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During Homecoming, the MSM-UMR Alumni Association honored a select group of alumni for their devotion to the association, the campus and students.
Selected from an impressive list of nominees, these awardees represent some of our most talented and dedicated alumni, faculty and staff. 
Chancellor John F. Carney and Perrin Roller, president-elect of the alumni association, are pictured with all of the recipients.   
Alumni Awards
Class of 1942 Excellence in Teaching
On the 65th anniversary of their graduation, Vernon McGhee,
Leonard Wolff and George Bradshaw present Irina V. Ivliyeva 
with the Class of 1942 Excellence in Teaching Award. The class
established the award in 1992, during its Golden Alumni Reunion. 
Wayne C. Harvey, CE’69 Steve C. Mueller, MetE’69 Theodore A. Ruppert, PetE’53 Kevin C. Skibiski, CE’75, 
MS CE’76
James L. Foil, CE’74
NOT PICTURED
Vernon R. Lawson, EE’48
John Lovitt, MS CSci’70 Geoffrey J. Steinhart, EMgt’79
Doug Hughes, EE’63 Robert Riess, CE’79 J. Michael Party, GGph’78 Joan B. Woodard, Math’73
Robert V. Wolf Alumni Service
Fred Niemeier, MetE‘95 Lamont D. Orange, CSci’93 Stanley J. Schultz, CE‘90




F. Scott Miller, Ph.D. MetE’99
Mike Nelson
Outstanding Student Advisor 
Frank H. Mackaman
Volunteer Service Award





Ambassador of the Year




Falls of the Ohio Section
Alumni Merit 
Alumni Achievement
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s June 15 – Alumni and guests gathered for a
fun and informal annual business meeting at
Old Chicago in Wichita, Kan., to elect section
officers, discuss upcoming activities and
socialize with fellow graduates.
Those in attendance included Sean Daly ’96;
Rob Davis ’01; John Goethe ’92; Eric Hensley ’97;
Travis ’99 and Vicky ’99 Mattingly with 
Megan and Kristina; Tony ’98 and Laura ’99
McLaughlin with Annabelle and Lillian; 
and Jeff Rottler ’04.
Aug. 4 – Alumni and guests honored 
local UMR students by hosting a student
send-off party at the home of Randy ’76 
and Liz Atkeisson. Everyone was served a
scrumptious dinner and one lucky student
took home a $250 gift certificate to the 
UMR Bookstore, courtesy of the alumni 
association.
Those in attendance included Randal ’76, 
Liz and Rustin Atkeisson; Sean Daly ’96; 
Rob ’01 and Randy Davis; Craig Goodloe ’04;
Keven Leye; Fred Marashi; and Lynn Miskell
’83. UMR representative: Marianne Ward.
July 28 – Alumni and guests met at
Childress Winery in Lexington, N.C., for a
tour and wine tasting. All agreed that the
wine produced was world class. Thanks 
to Brian Tenholder ’97 for organizing this
great event.
Those in attendance included Karen ’97 
and Ryan Carver; Corey ’04 and Amanda
Chapman; Bill ’61 and Judy Gerhart; Bill ’69
and Sandy Knauf; Gene ’50 and Loretta
Langston; Patrick Martin ’81, ’84; and Brian
Tenholder ’97.
July 29 – The Chicago student send-off
party was held at the home of Stephan
Magenta ’99 in Elk Grove Village, Ill. 
Alumni, students and guests were treated 
to a wonderful lunch and time to renew
friendships and make new ones. One lucky
student received a $250 gift certificate to the
UMR Bookstore, courtesy of the alumni 
association.
Those in attendance included Dennis Blake
’79; Drew, Jerry, and Michelle Davenport; 
Philip Egan; Steven Gullen; Phillip Johnson ’59;
Danielle Kleinhaus ’99, ’02; Stephan ’99 and
Laura Magenta; Steve and Lory Magenta;
Tommy Mills ’02, ’04; Jonathan Pearly ’87;
Krista, Elizabeth and Sharon Porterfield; Ben,
Keith and Ben Rapen; Ryan, Barb and Mike
Toika; Igor Vasquez ’02; and Piyong Yu ’06.
UMR representatives: Courtney Wallace and
Marianne Ward.
June 30 – The Saturday evening event
began with drinks and food at the
Hofbrauhaus in Newport, Ky., then everyone
walked over the Purple People Bridge to 
the Great American Ball Park in Cincinnati 
to watch the St. Louis Cardinals take on the
Cincinnati Reds. Everyone had a great time
catching up and watching the game. Thanks
go to Daniel Strong ’02 for organizing and
hosting his first alumni event.
Those in attendance included Bret ’93, 
Gina ’93 and Dakota Baldwin; Henry ’68 and
Elizabeth Brown; Jay Jones ’71; Jay Krull ’87;
Steve ’02 and Kristy ’01 Shiffman; Charles
Smith; Daniel ’93, ’02 and Jenny Strong; 
James West ’66, ’68; Bob ’70 and Carolyn






We want your section news
Submit your section news by Dec. 21 to alumni@umr.edu 
for inclusion in the Spring 2008 issue.
In both photos above, alumni and guests 
of the Carolinas Piedmont Section enjoy a
tour and wine tasting at North Carolina’s
Childress Winery.
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July 28 – The annual Houston student
send-off party was held at the home of 
Lori Stapp Crocker ’88 in Clear Lake, Texas.
Alumni, students, guests and family members
enjoyed a barbecue dinner and much 
camaraderie. The Houston Section honored
its endowed scholarship winner, plus one
lucky student received a $250 gift certificate
to the UMR Bookstore, courtesy of the alumni
association.
Those in attendance included Jason Beeler;
Ryan, Bill ’79 and Martha Brunkhorst; Jeff Buck
’77; Lori Stapp Crocker ’88; C. Kipp Ferns ’52;
Mike ’81 and Katie Flannigan; John Furby;
Ellen, John ’65 and Katie Furby; Robbie ’02 and
Margie ’02 Gordon; Kevin Hagan ’80; Russell ’59
and Yvonne Herring; Dan ’73 and Delores ’75
Hinkle; Will Holley; Curt Killinger ‘73; Danny
Murphy; Jane and Jim Murphy; Russ Pfeifle ’74;
Gessmer Soto; Rigoberto Soto; Nicole ‘77 and
Mavis Talbot; Stephen Winstead; and Steve and
Amy Winstead. UMR representatives: Amy
Lewis and Elaine Russell.  
July 21 – Alumni and guests sent local 
students back to school in style at the annual
Kansas City student send-off party. Not only
were alumni, students, families and guests
attending, but several of the UMR student
design teams (Baja, Formula SAE, Human-
Powered Vehicle and Solar Car) made a 
special appearance. Everyone was fascinated
by the various design team vehicles and all
enjoyed the wonderful grilled lunch the 
alumni prepared. We would like to thank 
Jim Foil ’74 for opening his home in Lee’s
Summit, Mo., for this event.
Those in attendance included Kenneth
Bandelier ’97; Tim Basel; Joey and John
Baughman; Lucien Bolon Jr. ’59; Craig
Borgmeyer ’88; Cindy Boyle; Kevin Breitenstein;
Caleb Chambers; Barbara and Alex Crook; Kim
Curry ’86; Terri and Kelly Debolt; Richard ’59
and Sally Denise; Tammy, Kirby and Austin
Ferguson; Jared Fields; Jim ’74 and Ann Foil;
Drew, Kevin and Amy Froth; John Frerking ’87;
Ruth and Steven Fritts; Colin Gibson; Matt
Harrison; Barry Heuer ’65; Blaine, Randy and
Laura Higbee; Jason Jeffries ’02, ’04; Ted Kelly
’77; Ellen, David and Suzanne Kirk; Blake, Bob
and Linda Lenons; Bill McAllister ’76, ’78; Stacy,
Carol and Kurt McLoud; Rebecca and Marilyn
Mosley; David Olashlaeger ’73; Ryan and
Anthony ’81 O’Malley; Paul Pickett with Clark
and Kathy Pickett; Joseph Reichert ’59; Dick
Riegel ’72; Andrew Roberge ’87; Garry and
Dawn Roberge; David, Steve ’72 and Jill Rodick;
Kyle and Anne Shaul; Brian, Mike and Diane
Shryock; Jared Simon; Andrew Sourk; Nathan
and Rob Stodghill; Chad Stovall; Blake and
Huntley Summers; Jim VanAcker ’98; Matt,
Marty and Lois Weber; Phil Webster ’80; and
Mike Welsh ’67. UMR representatives: Marianne
Ward and John Tyler.
houston kansas city
The Houston Section sends off its local students in style.
Alumni, students and guests enjoy speaking with
design teams at the Kansas City Section student
send-off party in Lee’s Summit, Mo.
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s Aug. 5 – The Lincolnland student send-off
party was held at the home of Rich ’69 and
Carolyn Berning in Lake Springfield, Ill., and
featured the largest turnout ever, with nearly
50 in attendance. Section President Tom
Feger ’69, with able assistance from Lynn
Frasco ’68 and Ed Midden ’69, grilled 80
bratwurst and hot dogs. A number of guests
were treated to a wet ride on the Bernings’
pontoon boat, which was a welcome relief
from the afternoon heat. All had a great time
and one lucky student took home a $250 gift
certificate to the UMR Bookstore, courtesy of
the alumni association.
Those in attendance included Clayton,
Joelyn, Tom and Blake Akers; Rich ’69 and
Carolyn Berning; Rich ’59 and Nancy Canady;
Tracy, Kim and Bill Chestnut; Tom Feger ’69;
Lynn ’68 and Judy Frasco; David and Joe
Hawkes; Jerry ’64 and Marilyn Hoppe; Russell
and Benjamin Irwin; Dan Kerns ’74, ’79; Don,
Jeanne and Tim Mallette; Mark ’68 and Janna
Martin; Ed ’69 and Anne Midden; Kelsey and
Rick Musselman; Harold ’59 and Mary Olsen;
Jerry Parsons ’70;  Meghan, Fred and Christy
Ray; Seth Russell; Tana and Wil Saylor; Roger
’70 and Vicky Whitaker; and John ’69 and
Paula Wiesenmeyer. UMR representative:
Elaine Russell.
May 17 – Fifty-one alumni, students and
guests attended the Motor City Section’s
annual Formula SAE dinner at the Macaroni
Grill in Auburn Hills, Mich. After some 
complementary wine provided by Section
President Jeff Seaman ’00 and mingling of
alumni spanning five decades (1956-2006),
UMR Chancellor John F. Carney III presented
a campus update. Then the Formula SAE 
students gave a presentation on their 
competition. Seaman then awarded prizes 
to the alumnus who drove the farthest, 
the oldest alumnus and the most recent 
graduate. Thanks go to Ray Schaffart ’63 for
his support of the UMR Formula SAE team
each year at this annual event.
Those in attendance included Omar 
Al-Almody; Anthony Audo; Ron Baker ’79; 
Bob Benezette ’72; Eric Borchely; Barry ’99 and
Janet ’99 Callahan; Richard Colfax; Andrew
D’Hooge; John Diederich ’91; Brandon Doherty;
Mike Edrert; Sombini Ennemento; David Erdos;
Archie ’94 and Martha Gallup; James Garrison;
Ron Gillham ’56; Adam Hardin; Travis
Hemsata; Jake Hortenstein; Doug Hughes ’63;
Ryan Hutcheson; John Kiblinger; Kyle Kropf;
Sean Layton; Brad Lerther; Jennifer Mack;
Akinori Miyamoto; Dale Morse ’79; Clark
Potzmann ’70; Scott Race; Charles Saussele ’56;
Greg Schreiber ’92; Jeff ’00 and Rebecca
Seaman; Scott Shockley ’94; Don Statler ’56;
Dave ’03 and Janet ’06 Swartz; Chris Thomason
’85; Jason Thrasher; Earl Wynn ’06; and Aaron
Young. UMR representatives: Joe Boze, UMR
Chancellor John F. Carney III, Greg Harris,
Hank Pernicka, Bob Phelan, Derrick Quint and
Elaine Russell.  
July 28 – The Peoria Section hosted its
annual student send-off party at the home of
Steve Trower ’81 in Metamora, Ill. Alumni,
students and guests enjoyed grilled hamburg-
ers and hot dogs and one lucky student won a
$250 gift certificate to the UMR Bookstore,
courtesy of the alumni association.
Those in attendance included Steve ’77 and
Janet Burr; Kyle Durso; John ’74, Julie and Mark
Ezzell; Dale, Brenda, and Brad Grafelman;
Guanghui Liang ’05; Jim ’76 and Debbie ’76
Light; Ned Matuszak; Xiaojun Ren; Arsham
Shahlari; Steve ’81 and Ann Trower; Natalie
Vanderspiegel ’02, ’04; and Tony Wilshire. 






To ensure print-quality images
for UMR Magazine, please note
the following photography tips:
• Shoot digital images at the fine 
(highest) setting with the largest 
pixel size selected.
• Scan images using the RGB setting 
at the recommended size of 4 X 6 
at 300 dpi.
• Submit your images in EPS or TIFF
file format (JPGS are accepted for
ease of transmission).
Lend your leadership
skills to your section!
Contact Elaine Russell, 
Manager of Alumni Relations, 
at 573-341-4897 
or elainelr@umr.edu.
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CAD/CAM & Rapid Product Realization




Electric Machines and Drives











Information Assurance and 
Security Officer Essentials
Infrastructure Renewal





Multimedia & Information Systems
Network Centric Systems




Software Design & Development
Systems Engineering
Wireless Networks and Mobile Systems
Graduate Certificates
Engineering Education Center 
Are you located in the greater St. Louis area?
If you’re interested in continuing your academic studies, then check out 
the Engineering Education Center (EEC) at campus.umr.edu/umreec/
Register now for spring semester 2008
Enhance your salary potential and broaden your knowledge through
UMR’s online graduate degree programs and certificates. 





June 23 – Alumni and their guests enjoyed
a tour aboard the USS Blueback at the Oregon
Museum of Science and Industry in Portland.
It was a unique experience to visit this 
submarine, as it is a U.S. Navy fast-attack
diesel-powered submarine and has served 
as the location for a Discovery Channel 
documentary, various commercials and the
movie, The Hunt for Red October.
Those in attendance included Maya Gemini
’99; Sangita Menon; and Bruce ’50 and Geri
Miller.
July 25 – Alumni and students viewed the
first logo concepts under consideration to
represent the university as it prepares to
become Missouri University of Science and
Technology in 2008. The unveiling was held 
at Carmine’s in St. Louis and all in attendance
were treated to light hors d’oeuvres and a
cash bar. Earlier in the day, the logo concepts
were taken to Nooter/Eriksen Inc., Burns &
McDonnell and Anheuser-Busch. A special
thanks to Matt Coco for his assistance with
this project. 
Those in attendance included Dick Arnoldy
’69; Dick ’52 and Shirley Bauer; Bob Benson ’81;
Mary Lou Byrum ’82; Dave Carson; Matt Coco
’66; Dan Davis ’03; Randy Dreiling ’81; Robert
Frutz; Aaron Greenberg ’50; Jerry McClullough
’66; Milton Murry ’64; Daniel Petrovich ’96; Rich
’96 and Gayle ’98 Piepho; Andrew Potthast ’99; 
Ray Kopsky ’74; Sandy and Sue ’74 Rothschild;
Sandra Wirz ’86; and Marvin Woods ’82. UMR
representative: Marianne Ward.
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Marvin E. “Bob” Nevins Jr., ME:
“Hanna and I celebrated our 65th 
wedding anniversary with family
and friends on Aug. 22. My golf
game has gone to pot, but other
than that, we’re fine.” 
1943
Theodore “Ted” R. Hadley, MinE:
“I am sending two grandsons
through Texas A&M. Their books
alone cost twice the entire cost of
my first semester at MSM in 1939.”
1960
Don L. Logsdon, CE, was 
inducted into the Rock Island, Ill.,
District U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers Gallery of Distinguished
Civilian Employees.
1961
Farouk El-Baz, MS GGph, PhD
GGph’64, director of the Boston
University Center for Remote
Sensing, recently met with the
president of Sudan to help the
country’s government launch
“1,000 Wells for Darfur,” a new
groundwater resource initiative.
1962
Jim Guest, ME, MS EMgt’71, was
named 2007 Legislator of the Year
by the Missouri Society of
Professional Engineers.
1971
Chuck Etwert, CE, MS EMgt’83,
received a Lifetime Membership
Certificate from the Missouri
chapter and St. Louis branch 
of the American Public Works
Association. Etwert is senior 
vice president of business 
development for Cole &
Associates.
Gary Fulks, EE, was named 
manager of the Sho-Me Power










in St. Louis. 
1975
Mike Meyer, ME, was honored as
a distinguished alumnus by Bishop
DuBourg High School in St. Louis
for his continuing leadership role
with area high schools and 
charities. 
1977
Mark Bengard, ME, received 
the Outstanding Engineer in
Construction Award by the 
St. Louis Chapter of the Missouri
Society of Professional Engineers.
1979
Kevin Bodenhamer, CE, was 
promoted to vice president of
Eastern Operations for EPCO Inc.
in Houston.
Larry Wuerz, EE, joined
Plantronics as senior vice 
president of worldwide 
operations.
Steve P. Ford, CE, and his wife,
Sherri, have two daughters, 
Alison, 16, and Emily, 14. They live
in Franklin, Tenn., where Steve has
been working for Garney
Construction for four years.
Brian Foster, CSci, has joined
Access Sciences Corp. as director
of legal business consulting.
Joe Vitale, EMgt, principal and
president of Clayco Inc.’s concrete
division, was granted 25 percent
ownership of the division, which is







St. Louis office. 
John W. Renz, EMgt, completed
the course work and testing to
become a Certified Lean Six Sigma
Black Belt.
1982
Pamela Cole, PetE, was elected 
an honorary member of the
Engineers’ Club of St. Louis.
Michael L. Smith, ChE, joined
Burns & McDonnell as an 
associate chemical engineer.
1983
Lee Porch, Phil, is pastor of the








Mount Airy, Md. 
Wolf named chair
and CEO of Adam
Aircraft
John D. Wolf, EE’67, MS EE’68, 
was recently named chairman and chief 
executive officer of Adam Aircraft.
Wolf has 39 years of experience in
aerospace engineering. He has worked for
Fairchild Aerospace, Teledesic Corp. and
McDonnell Douglas Corp. He joined Adam
Aircraft last February to help the company
grow into a major developer and 
manufacturer. 
At Douglas Aircraft, Wolf was a senior
vice president who played an important
role in the launch of the MD-95, now the
Boeing 717. 
Adam Aircraft designs and 
manufactures aircraft for civil and 
government markets. The company uses
computer-aided design, rapid prototyping
and carbon composite materials to 
produce high performance aircraft like 
the twin-engine A500 and the A700 
Adam Jet. The company’s headquarters
are in Englewood, Colo.
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1985
Karen Mohan Day, Econ, was
profiled in the St. Louis Business
Journal in May for her 15-year
political fundraising career with
Capital Enhancement Inc.
1986
Scott Moffitt, CE, was promoted
to vice president and director 
of operations for Hoffman Cortes
Contracting Co. in Kansas City,
Mo.
Dominic Soda, MS CSci, was
named chief information officer
for Lindenwood University in 
St. Louis.
1987
Robert Fritz, CE, was promoted
to project executive in Clayco Inc.’s
St. Louis office. 
Steven Hamadi, CE, is the new







Lloyd Flowers, CE, was the
keynote speaker at the 11th
Annual Gateway Chapter NSBE
Scholarship Banquet and Awards
Ceremony in July. Flowers is a 
project manager for McCarthy
Building Companies.
Joyce Leigh (Replogle) Wagner,
CSci: “Our kids, Erin, 11, and
Nathan, 8, are loving school at
Bethlehem Lutheran School. You
can check out Keith’s vet clinic at
equinehealthsolutions.com. I fill in
as necessary. I am also working at
our church’s preschool in the 3-
year-old class. It is a lot of fun and









Physics Society in July. Simpkins 
is a senior research engineer in 
the geosciences and engineering 
division at Southwest Research
Institute. 
1991
Alice E. Smith, PhD EMgt, 
co-authored a paper titled 
“Bi-objective facility expansion 
and relay out considering 
monuments” which appeared 




Ashok Ramaswamy, MS EE’85, 
was recently named managing director 
of Delphi India. In his new position,
Ramaswamy is responsible for providing
strategic direction to the Delphi India
management team and enhancing Delphi's
business development initiatives in the
region.
Ramaswamy joined Delphi in 1986
and was instrumental in the creation and
growth of the company’s technical center
in India. He was previously the director of
the Delphi Technical Centre in Bangalore.
weddings
Neal Callahan, EMgt’88, 
MS EMgt’92, PhD EMgt’99, 
married Jennifer Prince on 
May 25, 2007. The couple 
lives in Springfield, Mo.
Kyle Doerr, CE’07, married
Danielle Birkner on June 30,
2007.
Ronald Garr, ME’07, and 
Jenna Reese, CerE’07, were 
married on May 19, 2007. The
couple lives in Vinita, Okla. 
Darren Kimmell, ME’99, and
Carla Roth, CE’98, were engaged
on Nov. 11, 2006, in Maui. 
They were married July 14, 2007.
The couple lives in Normal, Ill.,
where Darren works for
Caterpillar and Carla works 
for Farnsworth Group Inc.
Megan Landwehr, CE’06, 
married Lewis Ensor on 
March 11, 2006. 
Kendra LeeAnn Riddle, ChE’06,
married Charles Lee King on
Dec. 23, 2006.
Lauren Grace Sisel, ChE’05,
married Claude Shelton IV on
May 4, 2007. The couple lives in
Lee’s Summit, Mo.
Russell Weekley, EE’04, ECE’04,
and Heather King, ME’06, 
were married on Nov. 18, 2006.
The couple lives in St. Louis.
If you would like a wedding announcement published, please email it to: alumni@umr.edu









Where in the world are
the traveling Miners?
Answer: Rome & Florence, 
Danube River Cruise, Paris, 
India and South Africa
Question:
Where are you going 
to join them? 
Answer: Call 1-800-J0-MINER or 
go online to www.umr.edu/alumni/
association/goods-and-services/
alumnitravel.html
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William Bellrose, ME, received a
master of divinity degree in May.
In June he was ordained a priest
for the Fathers of Mercy at Sacred
Heart Church in Russellville, Ky.
Trish (Van Diggelen) Marsh,
Hist, was named an honorary chair
at the 10th annual Relay for Life
event in Marshfield, Mo. She is an
assistant basketball coach for the
Missouri State University Lady
Bears.
Lydia Oswald, EMgt, was 
the featured speaker at the
Washington, Mo., Memorial Day
service. She is a major in the U.S.
Army with 23 years of service as a
civil and mechanical engineer. 
Mark Strickland, ME, was 
honored for 15 years of service
with Strickland Engineering in
Jackson, Mo.
1993
Tracy Bornman, Chem, was 
profiled in the Kansas City
Business Journal in July. She is a
chemical patent lawyer and 
partner with Hovey Williams LLP.
1995
Thomas Lohman, CE, MS CE’96,
joined Horner & Shifrin Inc. in 
St. Louis as an assistant structural
project manager.
Fred Niemeier, MetE, joined the
private equity firm Baird Capital
Partners as a vice president. He
will support acquisition due 
diligence and portfolio program
development. Niemeier and his
wife, Jessica (Thomas), GeoE’97,




GeoE, is the pastor of First
Lutheran Church in Lufkin, Texas.
Chris Upp, MinE, was profiled in
the Springfield (Mo.) Business
Journal in May. He is director of
quarry operations at Conco
Quarries Inc. in Springfield.
1997
Jessica (Thomas) Niemeier,
GeoE, graduated cum laude from
the University of Illinois at Chicago
as a doctor of pharmacy. She was
accepted into the pharmacy 
residency program at Advocate
Christ Medical Center.
Patrick Robinson, CE, joined The
Allen Group in Kansas City, Kan.,
as director of engineering for Allen
Development.
1998
Jennifer Delancey, GeoE, MS
GeoE’00, joined Quality Testing
and Engineering Inc. as 
geotechnical project engineer
working primarily in the 
company’s Wentzville, Mo., office.
2000
Mark C. Gardner, EMgt, is the
plant planning coordinator for 
the Corvette Assembly Plant in
Bowling Green, Ky.
2001
Andreas Christopher Koenig, EE,
MS EE’03, received his doctorate in
May from Purdue University. He
has joined Hamilton Sundstrand, 
a division of United Technologies
Corp., as senior research engineer
in Rockford, Ill.
Michael McCoy, MetE, has been
promoted to U.S. Steel’s director 
of blast furnace engineering and
technology in Kosice, Slovak
Republic.
Leann McHugh, ChE, has joined
Integrated Solutions Inc. in
Wichita, Kan., as an environmental
engineer.
2002
Stephen Ingram, ChE, is a 
technical advisor to the U.S. 
Mid-Continent for Halliburton
Energy Services in Oklahoma City,
Okla.
Juan R. Mejia, MS EMgt, 
co-authored an article titled
“Development of the Iraqi
Geospatial Reference System,”
which appeared in The American
Surveyor magazine. He is a captain
and the company commander of
the 175th Engineer Company
Topographic Airborne Corps.
Sarah Stock, GeoE, MS GeoE’03,
received her professional engineer
license. She is a staff engineer for
Geotechnical Services Group in
O’Fallon, Ill.
Brent Thompson, EE, was 
awarded his Air Force Pilot Wings
after completing 13 months of
training on the T-37 and T-38 
aircraft. He will serve as an 
instructor at Columbus Air Force
Base, Miss.
2005
Andrew Davis Swedberg, MS
GeoE, is serving as a company
commander at Fort Leonard
Wood, Mo.
Travis Tinsley, BioS, MS ABio’07,
has joined Smith & Co. in Poplar
Bluff, Mo., as a staff biologist.
Chadwell Brandon Vail, ChE, is
the plant manager of the Copreco
Water Treatment Plant in Bisbee,
Ariz.
2007
Corey Brown, AE, is an engineer
for the United Space Alliance in
Houston.
Chris Cook, GeoE, joined
Geotechnical Inc. in St. Louis 
as a staff engineer.
Jill Henzler, CE,
joined Tarlton
Corp. in St. Louis
as a project
engineer. 
Warsnak gets the call
Rich Warsnak, CSci’95, was working
for Anderson Consulting and Accenture
when he got the call that would change
his life. Turns out, it was a call to the 
priesthood.
“I got a really strong idea that I 
should be a priest,” Warsnak – now 
Father Warsnak – told the Johnson (Kan.)
County Sun. “I didn’t know anything. I 
didn’t know what a seminary was. I didn’t
know how long it took to become a priest.
I had no idea.”
So he did research on the Internet
and later met with a priest in Leawood,
Kan.
On May 27 of this past year, Warsnak
was ordained by the Archdiocese of
Kansas City in Kansas. Father Warsnak then
celebrated Mass the following day at Cure
of Ars Catholic Church in Leawood. 
If you have a story you would
like to share with your 
alma mater, please contact 
Public Relations at 573-341-4328
or email news@umr.edu 
Section #3_WIN07:UMR MAG TEMPLATE  11/14/07  9:14 AM  Page 50
future miners
Andrew C. Barnes CSci’97, and 
his wife, Jamie, had quadruplets.
Daughter Peyton Savannah, son
Hayden Alexander, son Adrien 
Michael and daughter Makenna 
Riley were born on Feb. 9, 2006. 
Dave Bunch, CE’97, and Andrea
(Sebaugh) Bunch, CE’97, had twin
girls, Sierra and Jaedyn, on Nov. 11,
2006. Their grandfather is Allen
Sebaugh, ME’72.
Sam Byrd, CSci’98, and Alicia
(Nickum) Byrd, Chem’98, had a girl,
Emily Claire, on May 16, 2006. She joins
brother Eli, 5. Her grandfather is 
Bryan Byrd, CerE’79.
Brandon Durham, MetE’01, and his
wife, Lindsay, had a boy, Parker Durham,
on Feb. 23, 2007. 
Mark C. Gardner, EMgt’00, and his
wife, Ellen, had a boy, Mason Cameron,
on March 10, 2007. He joins sister
Hannah. 
Sean Harper, ME’85, EMgt’85, and his
wife, Kathy, had a girl, Francesca Irene,
on May 16, 2007, while in Taipei,
Taiwan.
Harish Jose, MS MfgE’05, and his wife,
Rebecca, had a boy, Zachary Abraham,
on May 24, 2007.
Ryan Long, EE’00, and Erica (Walker)
Long, CE’03, had a boy, Austin Ryan, on
May 9, 2007. He joins brother Isaac, 3. 
Phil Massa, EMgt’02, and Ginny
(Heaton) Massa, Chem’01, had a girl,
Sienna Michelle, on April 16, 2007. 
She joins sister Amelia, 2. 
Polly Robinson-Baxter, Chem’95, 
and her husband, Michael Robinson-
Baxter, had a girl, Adilyn Kate, on 
April 13, 2007. 
Jim Rutherford, AE’90, and his wife,
Brenda, had a girl, Janelle Christine, 
on Dec. 21, 2006.
Joe Schumer, NucE’92, and his wife,
Amy, had a boy, Samuel Clark, on July 6,
2007. He joins brother Nate. 
Jeffrey Seaman, ME’00, and his wife,
Rebecca, had a boy, Tyler Robert. He is
the grandson of the late Robert L.
Seaman, ME’69. 
Danny P. Thebeau II, IST’04, and 
Nikki A. Thebeau, GGph’05, had a girl,
Isabelle, on April 26, 2007. Isabelle was 
a warm welcome after her Daddy’s safe
return from Afghanistan. 
Thomas Winkelman, CE’99, and
Melinda (Lambeth) Winkelman,
GeoE’99, had a boy, Jonathon David, 
on Sept. 28, 2006. He joins brother
Landon Ostrom, 4. His grandfather is
David Lambeth, ME’72. 
Amanda Withers, CE’99, MS EnvE’02,
and her husband, Andrew, had a girl,
Leita Cassandra, on Dec. 6, 2006. 
She joins brother Logan. 
If you have a birth announcement, or a photo of your new little Miner, send it to us and we’ll publish it in an upcoming issue.  
Email: alumni@umr.edu
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will then live in
space for the 
following three 
or four months. 
“The best part is floating around 
all the time and looking at our planet,”
Magnus said during a recent speech at
Lindenwood University.
So far, Magnus has logged 10 days, 
19 hours and 58 minutes in space. She
operated the space shuttle Atlantis’ robotic
arm during a 2002 tip to the space station.
But her next visit to the space station will
involve dropping her off there.
“It takes about three or four years to
prepare for a space station flight, while it













If you haven’t done
the crossword puzzle,
turn to page 21.
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Albert L. Hill, CE,






from the U.S. Army Corps of









MSM-UMR. He served in World
War II, achieving the rank of major
while in the European theater. 
Mr. Brookshire worked for the
Atomic Energy Commission, the
U.S. Navy and NASA during his
41-year career. (Dec. 25, 2006)
1946
James “Jim” E. Wilson, NDD, 
was a member of Kappa Alpha
while attending MSM-UMR. 
He received the Bronze Star for 
his service in the U.S. Army during
World War II. Mr. Wilson worked
as a soil conservationist for the
U.S. Department of Agriculture for 
30 years. (May 27, 2007)
1948
Jay E. Krath, ME,
was a member of
Kappa Sigma and
Student Council
and served on the
Rollamo Board
while attending
MSM-UMR. He served in the U.S.
Army during World War II and
retired from Amoco. ( July 14, 2007)
1949
John T. Carroll,
ME, was on the
basketball team
and was a member
of Tau Beta Pi and
the Tech Club
while attending
MSM-UMR. He served in the 
U.S. Army during World War II
and spent his entire career at
McDonnell Douglas, where he
specialized in landing gear design
for fighter aircraft. ( June 1, 2007)
Vernon O.
Casper, EE, was 
a member of Tau
Kappa Epsilon,
Gamma Delta 
and the Rifle Club
while attending
MSM-UMR. He received a Bronze
Star for his service in the U.S.
Army during World War II and
remained in the Army reserves 
for 33 years, retiring with the 
rank of lieutenant colonel. 
Mr. Casper was a Freemason 
and served regionally for the
Federal Emergency Management









Board while attending MSM-
UMR. He founded Bachman
Machine Co. in 1950. 
( Jan. 29, 2007)
Homer Crowell, CE, was a 
member of the Independents
while attending MSM-UMR. 
He served in the U.S. Navy for
three years and in the Army
Reserves for 11 years. Mr. Crowell
worked for the U.S. Geological
Survey until his retirement in 1981.
( July 12, 2007)
Leroy F. “Sam” Sereno, MinE,
worked for Hercules Powder in
Wilmington, Del., and was a 
partner at Atlas Explosives in
Nashville, Ind. He was an elder in
his church and was a Freemason.
( June 18, 2007)
Virgil A. Leverett
Jr., ME, achieved
the rank of 
lieutenant colonel
during his service
as a pilot in the
U.S. Air Force 
during World War II and was a
prisoner of war in Czechoslovakia.





was a member of
Sigma Nu and
Alpha Chi Sigma
and served on the
Missouri Miner
Board while attending MSM-
UMR. After working at Shell Oil
Co. for 38 years, he moved to
Truckee, Calif., where he served
two terms as mayor and was 
very active in his community. 
Mr. McCormack had many 
interests, including tennis, skiing
and riding his Harley-Davidson.
( June 23, 2007)
Eugene P. Watson,
EE, served in the
U.S. Army during




He was a Freemason and a 
member of the American Legion.
Mr. Watson enjoyed hunting, 
fishing and coaching Little League. 
( June 24, 2007)
• We are happy to announce weddings, births 
and promotions, after they have occurred.
•  We will mention a spouse’s name if it is 
specifically mentioned in the information 
provided by the alumnus/alumna.
• The UMR Magazine will announce deaths, 
if information is submitted by an immediate 
family member, or from a newspaper obituary.
Notification of deaths that have occurred more
than two years before the date of publication 
will not be published unless a special request 
is made by a family member. 
• Obituary information on alumni spouses will be
printed only if the alumnus/alumna specifically
requests that we print it.
• Date of death is noted in parentheses.
• We will print addresses if specifically requested to
do so by the alumnus/alumna submitting the note. 
• We reserve the right to edit alumni notes 
to meet space requirements.
• We will use submitted photos as space permits. 
policy
for publishing in 
UMR Magazine
(continued on the next page)
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MetE’52, died on May 31,
2007. As a student, Mr.
Hutkin was a lineman on 
the MSM football team 
and a member of the 
Alpha Epsilon Pi fraternity. 
Mr. Hutkin served in the U.S. Army
during the Korean War. At Picatinny
Arsenal in New Jersey, he helped to 
design a predecessor to the cruise 
missile. He also developed early stealth
technology. 
In 1961, Mr. Hutkin moved to 
San Diego, where he started many small
businesses related to the research and
development of copper foil technologies.
Some of those technologies were used 
in Mercury and Apollo rockets. In the 
mid-1980s, he built the first copper foil
plant in China. During his career as an
entrepreneur, he obtained more than 
10 patents.  
1952
Norman Williams,
ME, was a member
of the Tech Club
while attending
MSM-UMR. He
retired from the 
U.S. Army in 1989.
(May 7, 2007)
1954
Earl G. Affolter, CE,
was a member of
Tau Beta Pi while
attending MSM-
UMR. He was a 
veteran of the U.S.
Navy and retired
from Illinois Power Co., where he
worked for 35 years as district gas
superintendent. (May 17, 2007)
Jerry R. Custead, ME, MS 
ME’54, was a member of the
Independents, Army ROTC and 
the rifle team while attending
MSM-UMR. He served 39 years 
in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
as a reserve officer, receiving many
honors and awards. Col. Custead
retired after 41 years with Kansas
City Power and Light as a district
manager. He served as a deacon 
in his church and volunteered
extensively in his community. 
( July 12, 2007)
1955
Bill G. Martin, ME,




He was past 
president of 
B&D Fabrication in Joplin, Mo. 
Mr. Martin was a Freemason and 
a Shriner. (May 30, 2007)
1959
John D. Cleary Sr., Phys, was a
member of Pi Kappa Alpha and Tau
Beta Pi and served on the Rollamo
Board while attending MSM-UMR.
He worked in the nuclear facility in
Los Alamos, N.M., and later retired
after 18 years as the University of
Missouri-Kansas City School of
Dentistry’s manager of data 
processing. ( June 16, 2007)
1960
Lee A. Flanigan,
MetE, was a 
member of Sigma 
Pi while attending
MSM-UMR. He
served in the U.S.
Air Force and
worked on the Mercury and 
Gemini capsules, the Apollo and
Saturn rockets, and Rocketdyne’s
space engines for the space shuttle.
After retiring in 1986, Mr. Flanigan
enjoyed teaching in the new 
aerospace department of Calhoun
Community College in Decatur, Ala.
(May 31, 2007)
Donald R. Janning,
EE, was a member
of Pi Kappa Alpha
and worked on 
the Rollamo while
attending MSM-
UMR. He served 
in the U.S. Army and retired from
McDonnell Douglas Aircraft in 
St. Louis. ( July 14, 2007)
1963
John M. Daniels,
CE, was a member
of Chi Epsilon, Tau




MSM-UMR. He was the director 
of operational services for Virginia
Public Schools for 15 years and 
was president of J.M. Daniels &
Associates. ( June 13, 2007)
Francis “Frank” D.
Henderson, EE, was





while attending MSM-UMR. 
After 41 years in marketing at
Westinghouse/ABB Inc., he retired
to the Lake of the Ozarks, where he
enjoyed boating and spending time
with family. (May 28, 2007)
Donald J. Reiss, ME, was a member
of Kappa Alpha, Army ROTC and
the Newman Center and worked
on the Missouri Miner while 
attending MSM-UMR. He was a
veteran of the U.S. Army and 










while attending MSM-UMR. During
his career, he was utilities director
for the City of Lake Worth, Fla., and
worked as an electrical consultant
for Garrison Engineering Co. in 
Fort Pierce, Fla. ( July 11, 2007)
1967
James “Jim” W.
Gorrell, CE, was 
a member of the
Independents, 
Chi Epsilon and the
Interfaith Christian
Council while
attending MSM-UMR. He worked
for 33 years at Brown & Root Inc. in
Houston and for the past five years
at AMEC Inc. in Alberta, Canada.
Mr. Gorrell enjoyed woodworking,
camping, hiking and travel. 
(May 22, 2007)
Section #3_WIN07:UMR MAG TEMPLATE  11/20/07  8:00 PM  Page 54
UMR MAGAZINE | WINTER 2007    55
William L. Szabo,
ME, was a member





He served in the U.S. Army
Biological Warfare Center for two
years after graduation. Mr. Szabo
was director of sales for the
Kathabar division of Ross Air
Systems Inc. in Somerset, N.J., 
for 38 years and was known to
many as an excellent chef. 
( June 30, 2007)
1973
Charles W. Snyder, MS Phys,
served in the U.S. Army Chemical
Corps and retired after 26 years
teaching math and science at
Brownstown (Ind.) Central High
School. He was active in his
church and enjoyed travel and
activities involving his children and
grandchildren. (March 29, 2007)
Gordon A. Starnes, CE, was a
member of Tau Kappa Epsilon
while attending MSM-UMR. 
He was a veteran of the Vietnam
War. Mr. Starnes worked as a 
project manager for A.P. Green
Refractories Inc. and as an 
engineering manager for Arizona
State Parks. (April 15, 2007)
friends
Bess Askey (May 15, 2007)
Harold Berwick ( July 3, 2007)
James Estey ( July 3, 2007)
James H. Fraser ( July 1, 2006)
Josephine Heenan (May 22, 2005)
Juanita Hydinger, wife of the late Paul L. Hydinger, EE’52, 
(May 5, 2007)
Mary LaCour (Oct. 8, 2006)
Edna Meyer, wife of Harlan L. Meyer, ME’49 ( June 2, 2007)
Paul E. Null ( July 9, 2007)
Elizabeth “Soosie” Schmitt, wife of  John L. Schmitt, 
associate professor of physics at UMR ( June 26, 2007)
James “Jim” Waterman ( June 11, 2007)
Gavin Donohue, civil engineering student
Gavin Donohue, 22, of St. Louis, died in the early morning hours of July 7. Mr. Donohue
was struck and killed by an allegedly drunk driver while working on a road construction crew
as part of his summer internship program. He was a senior in civil engineering. 
The crew was marking lanes on Highway 40 (Interstate 64) in St. Louis when the driver
entered the restricted area marked with barricades. Mr. Donohue died at the scene.  
Mr. Donohue had traveled to Guatemala in May with UMR’s student chapter of
Engineers Without Borders. During the trip, he helped make a local school “earthquake
proof.” He described it as a “life-changing experience.” 
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests memorial contributions to the UMR student 
chapter of Engineers Without Borders or to the Gavin Donohue Scholarship Fund in care of
the MSM-UMR Alumni Association. Donations can be sent to the University Advancement
Records department, 112 Campus Support Facility, 1201 State St., Rolla, MO, 65409.
Robert S. Barefield
Dr. Robert Barefield, a retired 
associate professor of engineering 
management and the former director 
of the UMR Counseling Center, died 
on Sept. 20 at Wake Forest Medical
Center in North Carolina. He was 81.
Dr. Barefield held an 
undergraduate degree in engineering
physics from Auburn University, a 
master of divinity degree from Duke
University and a master’s degree in
counseling from Appalachian State
University. He earned a doctorate in
counseling psychology at Florida State
University. 
Dr. Barefield came to UMR in 
1968 as a counselor and assistant 
professor of psychology. From 1971 to
1981, he was director of the Counseling
and Testing Center. He served on the
faculty of the engineering management
department from 1981 to 1985. He 
also helped to found the university’s
Minority Engineering Program and the
Women-in-Engineering Program. Upon
his retirement, Dr. Barefield taught 
college classes in Springfield, Mo.,
where his wife was an elementary
school principal. Eventually, the couple
moved to Florida.  
Prior to coming to Rolla, 
Dr. Barefield was a counselor at 
Wake Forest Medical Center. During 
his career, he served as a Methodist
minister in North Carolina, Louisiana,
Florida and Missouri.
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Gala generates $145k for design
Photos by Bob Phelan/Photomasters
1.  A group of student design team members poses with Gala hosts 
Bob (CE’71) and Kim Brinkmann.
2.  Chancellor Carney, Ted Weise (EE’67), Gary Havener (Math’62), and
Richard Stegemeier (PetE’50) learn more about the student design 
team experience before the Gala festivities begin.  
3.  Gala emcee, Brad Hornburg (CE’69) entertains the crowd during 
the live auction.  
4.  Fred (CE’55) and June Kummer (with Chancellor John F. Carney) were
among the many who enthusiastically sponsored individual students 
and various design teams.  
5.  Craig (EMgt’79) and Stephanie O’Dear and Sherry Forsee (center) enjoy
the beautiful sunset and magnificent view of the Missouri River from 
the LaCharrette grounds. 
2. 3. 4. 5.
The late-summer twilight and the panoramic view of the Missouri
river winding through Daniel Boone country created the perfect 
backdrop for the attendees of
the fourth annual UMR Gala
hosted by Bob (CE’71) 
and Kim Brinkmann at 
their home, LaCharrette, in 
St. Albans, Mo., on Sept. 22.
More than 100 alumni
and friends attended the 
dinner and auction, which
raised more than $145,000 to
benefit the Student Design and
Experiential Learning Center.
Auction items included trips 
to Cabo San Lucas, Vail Valley,
Colorado, and Alaska, plus a 
weekend package to the 2008
Daytona 500 and dinner for 10 at LaCharrette.
“It was a remarkable evening for UMR students,” says 
Chancellor John F. Carney III. “Students involved with UMR’s
Student Design and Experiential Learning Center build a knowledge
base and skill set they take with them throughout their careers 
and the generosity of this group sends a great message about the
value of that hands-on learning.”
The fifth annual UMR Gala will be Sept 20, 2008. For more 
information about the annual gala, please contact Stephanie
Martensen at 573-341-6685 or smarten@umr.edu.  
1.
Above: UMR Human-Powered Vehicle Team member Jerrod Bouchard shows
StreaMiner to Roger (ME’65), and Sandy Dorf. Top right: The view from
LaCharrette; Gala hosts Kim and Bob (CE’71) Brinkmann.
Section #3_WIN07:UMR MAG TEMPLATE  11/14/07  9:19 AM  Page 56
Paducah, Ky., residents Roger, ChE’71, and Jean Truitt are 
dedicated supporters of their community and of Roger’s alma mater. 
This summer, the couple merged their passions by establishing a 
scholarship program for students in their area to attend UMR.
“We want to provide the incentive and financial assistance for 
students from our area to attend Rolla,” Truitt says. “This is also meant to
assist in the university’s efforts to draw students from outside Missouri.”
The $500,000 Roger and Jean Truitt Endowed Scholarship is for 
chemical engineering students from the eight western Kentucky counties
called the Jackson Purchase. Students from McCracken County – home to
Paducah – will be given first preference.
After graduating from UMR, Roger started his career as a process
design engineer for the Atlantic Richfield Co. (ARCO). In 2000, he retired 
as president of the ARCO Products Co. He credits his time at UMR as the
key that helped him advance professionally.
“The education I received from Rolla helped make me a success in
chemical engineering and in business,” he says. His wife, Jean, a native 
of Tucson, earned a chemical engineering degree from the University of
Arizona and a master’s in business administration from the University of
Houston.
“Jean and I both feel that Rolla is a very special place with 
outstanding educational opportunities and a very supportive learning 
environment.”
Roger remains actively involved with the campus through the UMR
Academy of Chemical Engineers. In 1998 the UMR chemical engineering
department honored Roger with a professional degree.
Roger and Jean have three children and seven grandchildren. They’re
active in the arts in Paducah, including the Paducah Symphony Orchestra,
where Jean serves on the board of directors. They enjoy attending regular
events at the local Four Rivers Performing Arts Center. “We travel, bicycle




Roger & Jean 
Truitt
photo by Jeff Nash/jNASH Photography
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Ring in the new...
MAGAZINE
magazine.mst.edu 
As your university 
prepares to ring 
in the New Year 
with a new name, 
UMR Magazine
is following suit 
Effective with the Spring 2008 issue, this publication will become Missouri S&T Magazineto reflect the new university name.
The premiere issue of Missouri S&T Magazinewill focus on how our alumni, research faculty and students are addressing the
greatest technological challenges facing our world today and in the future. 
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